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HISTORY OF CORINTH 

Ca. 6000 BC - Earliest Neolithic finds from Corinth area 

Ca. 1000 BC- Beginning of continuous settlements 

gth Century BC - Rule of Bacchiads, Commercial and industrial 

Development 

Late 7th century to early 6th centuries BC- Commercial and 

industrial development. Corinthian pottery widespread. 

Rule of tyrant Kypselos and his sin Periander 

Ca. 550 BC- Currently visible Temple of Apollo built. 

431- 404 BC- Pelopnnesian War IPeace of Nikias 421- 415 BC 

395 - 387 BC- Corinthian War 

338 - 243 BC- City held by Macedonians 

243 BC - Acrocorinth taken by Achaian commander Aratos with 

400 men 

146 BC - Corinth sacked by Mummius after ill-judged war 

Against Rome 

44 BC- Roman colony of Laus Julia Corinthiensis founded by 

_i..., Julius Caesar 
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Modern Corinth and Excavations 

From the Acrocorinth 

The Acrocorinth and the Lachaion Road 



The Berna and Market Place 



The Temple of Apollo 



The Market Place 

Ancient Corinth 



ANCIENT AMPETHEATHER 



THE CORINTHIAN CANAL 
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P.aul's Travels and Missionary Journeys 

To Dpmascus to persecute Christians 
(Conversion) Acts 9 

O Stay~ in Damascus Acts 9 
n Arabia Galatians 1: 17 
0 Leaves Damascus Acts 9:25 
0 Jerusalem Acts 9:26 
O Caesarea and Tarsus Acts 9:30, Galatians 1 :21 
o In Antioch for a year Acts 11 :26 
0 To Judea/Jerusalem for famine relief Acts 11 :30 
O Antioch (Syria) Acts 12:25 

Paul's First Jour ne} 
Acts 13:1-14:28 

Traveled with: Barnabas, John Mark 
Main route: Cyprus and Turkey 
Cities/Places: 1400 miles 
o Antioch (Syria today) 
n Seleucia 
O Sala']is and Paphos (on Cyprus) 

Parga; 
._, ANTIOCH of Pisidia (Turkey today) 
0 lconiu~ 
0 lystra and Derbe 
0 Lystra1 
Cl lconium and Antioch (Turkey) 
O Perga (via Pisida and Pamphylia) 
Cl Attalia 
~ Anlroch (Syria) 
0 Jerusalem (via Phoenicia and Samaria) Acts 15 

Paul's Secord ,Journe\' 
Acts 15:36-18:22 

Traveled with: Silas, Timothy, Priscilla and Aquilla, Luke 
Main route: Syria, Turkey, Greece, Jerusalem 
Cities/Places: 2800 miles 
O Through Syria and Cilicia 
0 Derbe pnd Lyslra 
0 Through Phrygia and Galatia 
0 (past Mysia) Troas 
0 Sarpothracia (Samothrace) and Neapolis 
0 Philippi in Macedonia 
0 Amphipolis and Apollonia 
O Thessalonica 
O Berea (Beroea) 
., Athens (Mars Hill-"Aeropagus") 

CORINTH 
I Cenchrea (Cenchreae) 
:J Ephesus 
I Caesarea (in Syria) 
I -went up" lo Jerusale'Tl 
I ll.1t J:h <Syria ) 

Pc:iuPs Third Journe 1 

Acts 18:23-21 :16 

Traveled with: Timothy, Luke, and others 
Main route: Turkey, Greece, Lebanon, Israel 
Cities/Places: 2700 miles 
0 Through Galatia and Phrygia 
n EPHESUS 
O Through Macedonia 
0 Through Greece (Achaia) 
0 Philippi in Macedonia and Treas 
O Assos, Mitylene; near Chios, Samos, 

(Trogyllium), Miletus 
"1 Cos, through Rhodes, Patara 
O Tyre and Ptolemais 
:J Caesarea 
0 Jerusalem 

Paul's Journey to Rome 
Acts 21:17-28:31 

Traveled with : Roman guards, Luke, others 
Main route: Israel, Lebanon, Turkey, Crete, Malta, 
Sicily, Italy 
Cities/Places: 2250 miles 
Cl Jerusalem 
Cl Antipatris and Caesarea 
Cl Sidon, Myra, Cnidus 
I Fair Havens (Crete) 
O Clauda (Cauda) 
::J Malla (Melita) 
I Syracuse, Rhegium, Puteoli 

Appii Forum and Three Taverns 
:J ROME 

• 
Cities/Places (order unknown): 
n Macedonia 7 Timothy 1:3 
n Treas and Miletus 2 Timothy 4:73, 20 
n Crete Titus 7:5 
O Planned to go to Spain Romans 15:28 
11 Nicopolis Tilus 3: 12 
0 Back to Rome 2 Timothy 1 

How to Remember Paul's Journeys 

Paul was a PACER in a race! 

(A pacer tal<es the tead or sets an example.) 

P • PAUL ii haw n.n the race; I have kept the faith.) 

A • ANTIOCH ol Pisldla First J<uney 

C • CORINTH orea 

E • EPHESUS a<ea 

R · RQllE 

',. . ...... - ..... . 
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Paul's Second Journey 
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Paul's Third Journey 
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
" PAUL'S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS ANO THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA" 

Lecture Program: Lecture One 
Paul's Missionary Strategy 

Introduction 

In this first lecture I would like to think with you about Paul 
as a "missionologist." I sure he never heard the term, but I am 
also sure that Paul had a plan as he undertook his career for 
Christ. He had been called to be a witness to the Nations, that 
is, those people who were not Jewish, who did not know the God of 
Israel's Covenants. He was not confirmed in that call by the 
Church until ten years after his confrontation with Jesus on the 
road to Damascus. By the time he was "set apart" by the Church 
at Syrian Antioch for this task he had a plan. 

I. PAUL'S GOAL 

• His goal was not a product of his own mind; 
Jesus Himself to the Church. Paul simply 

it was 
adopted 

given 
it. 

by 

1. As a part of the "Olivet Discourse" on the signs of the 
age, Jesus said (Mt. 24:141 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations (Gentiles - Hebrew, goyim) 
and then the end will come. 

2. On the same mountain prior to his Ascension, Messiah 
said (Mt. 28:181 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given unto me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

3. Notice, in these two references, and in the one to 
follow the relationship to the preaching of the Gospel 
to the "nations" and the end of the age. 

4. After the resurrection, and in response to a question by 
his Disciples - (Acts 1:6) 

Lord, are you 
Israel? 

at this time going 
Jesus replied: 

I 

to restore the kingdom to 



It is not for you to know the times and dates the Father has set 
by his own authority. But, you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in J e rusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth . 

Th e n they were told by the angels : (Acts 1 : 11) 
This same Jesus who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven . 

5 . Notice again the relationship between : 
The preaching of the Gospel to the Nations (the goyim) , 
and the return of Jesus as the King of the World 

6 . I want to put this together with a statement that Paul 
makes i n Roman s 15 : 20 (Romans writ t en c . 55 from 
Corinth on his Third Journey) 

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ 
was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else's 
foundation. Rather, as it is written, 

Those who were not told about him will see, 
and those who have not heard will understand. (Isa . 52 : 15) 

This is why I have often been hindered from coming to you. 

7 . Paul wa n ted to preach t o the nations who had not yet 
heard 

8 . His plan was to have the Roman Church help him go to 
Spain (Rom . 15 : 24) , the end of the Mediterranean world 

9 . Do you think that it entered Paul ' s mind that he could 
finish the work of world evangelism in his o wn time ? 

a . Clearly he set out to evangelize the world 
b . J esus ' command was his plan 
c . Perhaps it should be our plan too , even t hough 

we kno w, as Paul kne w, the times are in 
the hands of the Father 

1 0 . Paul died in 67 - 68 AD 
11 . By 70 AD, one generation after Jesus : 

The world was 0 . 1 % Christian , 85% Non-White , 15% 
White 

15% of the earth ' s surface had been evangelized 
Scripture had been translated into 5 languages 

II. ASSUMPTIONS OF PAUL IN HIS MISSIONARY TASK 

A . Paul u nderstood that the Gospel of the Kingdom was an 
extension of the Covenants of Israel and the Mosaic 
Covenant 

1 . In other words Paul was not rejecting Judaism, he was 
preaching the fulfillment of Judaism in the coming of 
Israel ' s Messiah a nd the New Covenant 

2 . The clear b ackground for this thinking is found in 



Jeremiah 31:3lff 

"The time is coming," declares the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah• • •II 

B. Paul understood that the Gentiles would be incorporated into 
believing Israel, and one new family of God will be 
created which is called THE CHURCH (ECCLESIA) , the 
one's called out 

1. For Believing Israel this means that they are "the 
remnant" who are faithful and believe and are 
incorporated into the Messianic Covenant 

2. For the Gentiles this means that they are brought into 
Israel and Israel's covenants through faith in Messiah 

Ephesians 2:20 - Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people (Israel) and 
members of God's household, built on the foundations of the 
apostles and prophets (notice the old and new), with Messiah, 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 

c. These assumptions motivate the strategies of Paul's journeys 

III. Resources - The Pax Romana (The Roman Peace) 

A. Roads built by the Roman Legions stretched to the far corners 
of the Empire 

1. Purpose - to facilitate troop travel if the army was 
needed in a hurry anywhere in the Roman world 

2. Paul used these roads to carry the Gospel throughout 
Asia and Europe 

B. Stability of Law 
l. Roman Law kept the peace so that the Gospel traveled 

without the hinderance of war (Rom. 13) 
2. Paul, as a Roman citizen could use this Law in his own 

defence when necessary {Acts 25:11) 
C. The Universal Use of the Greek Language 

1. Paul spoke fluent Greek and Hebrew 
He doubtless spoke also Aramaic and Latin 

2. This is the real significance of I Car. 14:18 
3. The universal use of Greek also made Paul's letter 

writing possible 

IV. PAUL'S OBJECTIVES 

A. Paul's Chief objective was to evangelize the major cities, 
so that the Gospel could spread from there throughout 
the population area that city controlled 

B. These cities included: 

3 



1 . Antioch of Syria - Paul's home congregation 
He stayed to instruct this congregation for one year 

2 . Antioch of Pisidia - Controlling the central part of the 
Asian peninsula 

3 . Ephesus - the major city on the east coast 
Paul stays here 2 years and 3 months 

4 . Corinth - Close to Athens and Controlling the corrunerce 
in the center of Macedonia and Achaia 

Paul stays here 18 months 

V. PAUL'S STRATEGIES 

A. First , preach in the synagogue to Jews who understand 
creation and redemption from a Biblical perspective 

1 . From those who believe , choose leaders who will aid the 
mission to the pagans (gentiles) of the city 

a . Some of these leaders include : 
Luke 
Timothy 
Aquila and Priscilla 
Titus 
Lydia 
Mark, Barnabas , Silas 

b . The leadership which Paul chooses include those who 
travel with him and those who stay behind to 
establish the congregations while he moves on 

2 . In this regard remember Romans 1 : 16 - "to the Jew first, 
and also to the gentile . " 

B . Carefully train the congregations and provide for concinued 
leadership after the evangelist moves on 

C . Expect that the congregation will evangelize the area 
D. Keep in touch with the congregations after leaving by letter 

and by follow up visits . 



A CHRQNOLQGY OF THE LIFE QF PAUL CODE - A: PAULCRN 

A. Born in Tarsus - c. 1 B.C. 
B. Educated in Jerusalem 

1. Under Gamaliel, grandson of Hillel 
Acts 5:34, 22:3 

2. Calls himself a 11 Hebrew of the Hebrews" - Philipp. 3:5 
a. Orthodox in religion 
b. Spoke the Hebrew language 
c. Cultual orientation was Hebrew 

3. Possibility that his family imegrated to Tarsus during 
the Roman conquest of Galilee in 63 B.C. 

4. Was in Jerusalem during Jesus Ministry 
Possible objections to Jesus Messiahship - Gal. 3:13 

(see Oeut. 21:23) 
5. Was present at the stoning of Stephen - 34 A.D. 

C. His Conversion 
1. The Demascus Road experience - 36 A.O. 
2. His soujourn in Arabia {Gal. 1:17) 36 - 39 A.D. 

Probably stayed at Petra 
3. Returned to Demascus and then on to Jerusalem - 39 A.D. 

His return to Jerusalem was to seek the support of the 
Mother Church 

0. Returned to Tarsus to Preach (Gal. 1:23) 39 - 45 A.O. 
Here he integrated his understanding of sin (Rom. 7) 

E. Barnabus brings him to Antioch - 45 A.D. 
1, Stays here fore a year - 46 A.D. 
2. Goes to Jerusalem - 46 A.D. 

(Gal 2:1 - 10, Eph. 2:2) 
F. Pap1.'s First Missionacy Journey - 46 - 48 A.O. 

Cyprus - home of Barnabus 
Pisidian Antioch 
Iconium 
Lystra 
Derbe 
Jerusalem Council on his return 

G. Paul's Second Missionary Journey - 49 - 52 A.D. (starts for 
Ephesis) 

Philippi - Luke stays here 
Thessalonica - 50 
Bore a 
Athens - waits here for Silas and Timothy 
Corinth - 51 - Spring of 52 A.O. (18 months) 

1. A two fold emphasis: Liberty but not Licence 
2. I and II Thessalonians were written from Corinth: 

the first of the Epistles 
3. Gallic (brother of Seneca) considered the 

Christians a Jewish sect, under the protection 
of Rome 

4. Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla in Corinth 
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-

(Acts 18 : 2 & 18) 
On the return trip 

1 . Touched in at Ephesis , where he left Aquila and 
Priscilla (Acts 18 : 1 9) 

2 . Visited jerusalem (Acts 18 : 22) 
H. Eaul ' s Third Missionary Journey 

1 . Same r out as second but continued at Ephesis for 2 years 
and 3 mo nths (thr ee years - Acts 20 : 31) 

2 . I Corinthians was wri tten in the Spring of 55 A . O. 
3 . II Corinth ians was wri tten in the late Fall from 

Macedoni a 
4 . Paul circ les through Macedonia and back to Ephesi s 
5 . He goe s on to J erusalem for Penlecost 

Warmly rece i ved b y what Paul always considered t h e 
Moth e r Church 

I . Pau l was a rrested in Jeru s ale m and taken to Caesarea under 
hou se arrest for t wo years 
1 . Trial b e f ore Felix - 59 A. D. 
2 . Trial before Festus - 61 A. D. 
3 . Sent to Rome - 61 A. D. 

J . Paul ' s Fourth Missionary Journey 
1 . Released f rom prison - 62 A. D. 
2 . Spain - 62 - 64 A. D. (Rom . 15 : 24 & 28 ) 
3 . Crete 64 - 65 ((Tit . 1 : 5) 
4 . Miletus - 65 A . O. (II Tim . 4 : 20) 
5 . Colosse - 66 A. O. (Phm. 22) 
6 . Ephesis - 66 A . D. (I Tim 1 : 3) 
7 . Philippi - 66 A. D. (Php . 2 : 23-24 , I Tim . 1 : 3 ) 
8 . Nicopo l is - 66- 67 A. D. (Tit . 3 : 12) 
9 . Rome - 67 A. D. 
10 . Martyrdom - 67/68 A. D. 
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COMMENTARY ON I CORINTHIANS 1 

Verse 1- Some Important Words 

Paul - Greek "Paulos" The name is from the Latin meaning "small" or 

'
1humble. Paul was a Roman citizen from a prosperous Jewish family 

from Tarsus and was born a citizen of Rome. Thus the Latin name. 

Saul - Hebrew "Shaul" Meaning "asked (Of God understood"). The 

Apostle's Hebrew name (Acts 13:9) 

Apostle - The word occurs 10 times in I Corinthians. The Greek word is 
11apostolos," derived from "apostello," the verb 11to send." 

Sosthenes - Sosthenes was the chief ruler of the synagogue at Corinth 

when Paul was there. He succeeded the converted Crispus (Acts 

18:17). He is now with Paul in Ephesus sending greetings home along 

with Paul. 

Verse 2- More Important Words 

Church - Greek 11ekklesia," or the "called out ones." The believers have 

been "called out" of the 11kosmos," or system of this world to a new 

citizenship. They are not necessarily called out of the synagogue. But 

they are called out into the kingdom of Messiah Jesus. 

Saints - Greek "agiois" or "separated ones." The holy places in the 

Temple were 11agiois." That is they were separated for the use of God. 

Messiah - Hebrew "Meshiach," or anointed one. Anointing is used to 

separate one for divine office. The divine offices in Israel were Prophet, 

Priest and King. The Greek translation is "Christos." The meaning is 

the same. Clearer understanding of the Apostles is obtained when you 

/. 



read "Messiah" every t ime "Christ" is used. It probably should not be 

translated. 

Verse 3 - More Important Words 

Grace - Greek "Charis". Hebrew "Hesed." The meaning is "love that is 

not earned." Sometimes it is translated "unmerited favor." In the 

Tenakh it may also be translated "mercy" or " loving Kindness." 

Peace - Greek "eirene." Hebrew "shalom." In Hebrew this is a vast 

concept referring to harmony of and within the universe of YAHWAH. 

It involves harmony with God; fellowship with one's fellow man and 

harmony with creation itself. It is in effect Eden. It is completely 

restored in the last chapters of Revelation. 
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I I 

COMMENTARY ON 1 

CORINTHIANS (2) 

Verses 4 - 9 - Thanks 

Keep in mind that 

Corinth is one of the 

key congregations in 

the overall ministry of 

Paul, along with 

Antioch of Syria, Antioch of Pisidia, Ephesus and Rome. He is grateful 

for this congregation although he will have considerable correction to 

offer them in th is letter. He lists the gifts bestowed on them by the 

Spirit of God: Grace - Speech (Gr. Logo) - Knowledge - Spiritual Gifts 

They were obviously equipped as a congregation to be an evangelizing 

presence in Greece and beyond. The word t ranslated "speech" implies 

t hat they were able to discourse concerning the Gospel. They 

understood and could communicate the word of God to their Jewish 

and Gentile world. They were able to "make a defense to anyone who 

asks you for a reason for the hope that is within you (I Pet. 3:15)." 

Verses 7 - 9 reveal the heart of Paul as he contemplates the "revealing" 

and t he "day" of his Lord, Jesus the Messiah of Israel. His hope is to see 

the Lord's coming in his lifetime. He is determined to take t he Gospel 

to the ends of the earth. The Corinthians are one stage in his master 

plan. Although Paul did not know how large the task before the Church 

really was, his heart was right. We should all be, "Waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 

Messiah Jesus (I Tim. 2:13)." 

2 v . 



COMMENTARY ON I CORINTHIANS {3) 

Verses 10 -12 - The Appeal 

Evidently Paul has heard word from Chloe's fami ly who have been to 

Ephesus that there is desertion among the believers in Corinth. They 

have been privileged to sit under several teachers of the Word. Paul, 

Apollos and Peter have all have all visited there and ministered the 

Gospel. Instead of being grateful for the privilege of sitting under some 

of the best instruction available, the Corinthians responded by taking 

sides as to who is the better teacher. This spirit of dissention was 

indigenous to the area, about fifty miles from Athens, the home of the 

philosophers. Paul will have none of it. The click that followed "Jesus 

only" evidently did so with a superior attitude that added to the 

disunity. 

Paul draws a clear line of exhortation. Our re lationship is with the 

Messiah who became the Lamb of God to take away the world's sin 

guilt. It is not with a style of preaching. It is not with the personalities 

of the servants. It is not with a particular theological emphasis. It is not 

with the evangelist who brought the sa lvation message to the believer. 

It is with Messiah. We are all related to each other because we are all 

the chi ldren of God through 

Messiah. 

The comments on baptism remind 

us that the congregation baptizes 

new believers into the fellowsh ip: 

not the evangelist. The evangelist 

wi ll move on. The congregation 
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will be there to nurture and to grow the work of God in Greece. 

Verses 18 - 25 - An Introduction to Wisdom 

The philosophical bent of the Athenian area culture tended to interpret 

life by starting with the human mind and drawing out a world and life 

view based on what the mind conceived as a starting point for building 

a philosophical system. Some were idealists. The essential reality was 

human ideas. Some were materialists. The essential realities were 

matter, not ideas. Paul understood the flaw in all philosophy that starts 

with the human mind. It can never reach God. "For since in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 

pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 

believe." The human mind is finite . It cannot rise above itself. 

However, within a relationship with God, established through the 

preaching of the Gospel and faith in the work of salvation one can reach 

the mind of God, for we are created in his image and for fellowship 

with the Creator. 

Paul will have much more to say about wisdom. The wisdom of the 

world 

divides. The 

wisdom of 

God unites. 

This is what 

the 

Corinthians 

were 

missing. 

5. 



COMMENTARY ON I CORINTHIANS (4) 

Verses 26 - 31 - Wisdom From God 

We need to notice here that Paul uses the term "not many" when he 

speaks of the wise, the powerful and the noble members of the 

Corinthian congregation. This does not mean there were none. Some, 

likely a considerable number, were from the upper classes. What Paul 

is anxious to do is to draw a line between what the world considers 

"wisdom" and the "wisdom from God." Because we are so prone to 

pride God deliberately chooses what appears to be "weak," "foolish," 

and "lowly" to confound the worldly wise. 

It is not that the Gospel of the crucified Messiah is really foolish. It is 

that it goes against grain of unrepentant human nature to think we 

need a Savior to pay our debt to God ("Forgive us our debts.") The 

Jewish members of the congregation probably understood this better 

than the gentiles, since the Temple was still standing. However, even 

the Pharisees had a strong tendency to feel they could do it themselves 

through obedience to the Torah and good deeds. 

This paragraph introduces the next chapter which discusses wisdom in 

some length. The key phrase 

is "Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord." 

To put this in context 

remember that Paul is an 

educated Rabbi, trained 

under Gamaliel, grandson of 

Hillel. 

6. 



COMMENTARY ON CHAPTER 2 
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I Corinthians 2 (1) 

Verses 1- 5 A Strategic Decision 

When Paul visited Athens he began his witness in the Synagogue and in 

the marketplace or agora. He caught the attention of some of the 

philosophers of the city who invited him to the Areopagus to discuss his 

teaching. The Areopagus was a legal counsel that was the most 

venerable institution in the city. Their origin goes back to legendary 

times. Their power was reduced during the time of Paul, but they still 

had jurisdiction in matter of morals and religion . 

Originally this council met on a hill just alongside the Acropolis and the 

Parthenon. Thus the name "Areopagus," or Mars Hill. During Paul's 

visit they were likely meeting at the Royal Porch in the Athenian 

market-place. In any case the brilliant Athenian discourse is delivered 

Athene-: ~ars Hill and Acropolis 

Adapted frorf\• photograph by ~blePlaces .eom 



here to the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. 

When Paul gets to Corinth he makes a strategic decision to avoid the 

approach he used with the philosophers in Athens. It is not that Paul 

failed in Athens. Two of his converts are mentioned by name in Acts 17 

- Dionysius, who was a member of the Areopagus, and Damaris, who 

was a woman. There were others who are not mentioned by name. 

However, he did depart from the central message of the cross and 

Messiah as the Lamb of God which was easily comprehended by the 

synagogue audience. In Corinth he sets aside the philosophical 

approach and centers on the crucifixion of Messiah for the sins of the 

world. 



I CORINTHIANS 2 (2) 

Verses 6 - 9 - True Wisdom 

"The fear of the YAWAH is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes 

before honor (Prov. 15:33). 

Paul is not saying that the Gospel is foolish. He is saying it is foolish to 

those who seek wisdom in the heart and mind of man. God has not 

hidden his wisdom from man. The wisdom of God is not a secret to the 

mature, those who seek it at the source; namely in the mind of God the 

Creator. God has created us in his image. We are able to find wisdom 

in our relationship with the Creator. The quotation is from Isaiah 64:4. 

Paul uses the Greek "agape" to translate the verb translated in Isaiah as 

"waits for him." The point is that within a relationship with the Creator 

we find wisdom. 

Verses 10 - 13 - Talk to Me 

Paul uses a down to earth illustration of personal knowledge. We know 

a person when they tell us about themselves. We know God because 

the Spirit of God informs us of truth unavailable through human reason 

or philosophy. This truth comes to us through the TORAH, or the 

written word, and through the inner work of the Spirit of God with our 

spirit. 

Verses 14- 16 - The Mind of Messiah 

ifhe same spirit that was in Jesus is the Spirit that is within us. It is the 

pirit of God, the Spirit of wisdom, the eternal "logos" of the Gospel of 

John. Without this relationship there is resistance and rejection of true 

wisdom. "People loved darkness rather than light (John 3:19)." 
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Commentary on Chapter 3 
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I Corinthians 3 (1) 

Verses 1-4 - Baby Food 

It was normal for Paul to teach basic doctrine to the Corinthians when 

he arrived at the synagogue in Corinth. He had to lay the foundations 

of his witness to the resurrected Messiah. However, Paul was in 

Corinth for eighteen months during the years 51 and 52 AD. Since he 

started in the synagogue and drew his leadership for the young church 

from there (Aquilla, Priscilla, Crispus and Sosthenes) he expected more 

of them then he would of a purely gentile audience. The year of his 

writing this letter is 55 AD. It is time the congregation showed some 

maturity in the faith, and they were not doing so. The Apostle 

interpreted their party spirit as immaturity. They were focused on their 

relationship with their teachers and not on their relationship with 

Messiah Jesus. 

Verses 5 - 9 - Servants, Not Philosophical Masters 

Paul insists that the teachers of the Church are simply servants and 

fellow workers in the vineyard of God. They are not founders of 

philosophical schools. The Church is likened to the Temple in 

Jerusalem. Jesus described himself as the temple of God, indwelt by 

the divine Word. Now the 

Church is the physical 

manifestation of the presence of 

God in the world, the body of 

Messiah. The Pastor/Teachers 

are simply workers under divine 

supervision 



Verses 10 - 15 - Quality Control 

Paul insists that the foundations of Christian teaching has been properly 

laid by his ministry in Corenth. That foundation is Jesus as Messiah of 

Israel. Others are building on that foundation. God alone is the judge 

of the quality of the work being done. If the work is inferior it will not 

last. God will judge his workers and the quality of their work. The 

Corinthians do not need to assign grades to the work of those called to 

teach. God will evaluate his servants. James reminds the Church in 

Jerusalem: 

"Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness 

(3:1)." 

Verses 16 -17 - Fired for Incompetence 

Any teacher who is engaged in inferior work on the Temple of God (the 

Church) God will take off the job. The Church is "holy." It is the Temple 

of Messiah in the world. 

Verses 18 - 23 Thank God for Skilled Workmen 

God has provided skilled teachers for the Church at Corenth . They are 

not teaching the "wisdom" of this world. Thank God for them. Grow 

up and claim your blessing. 
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I Corinthians 

Commentary on Chapter 4 



I Corinthians 4 (1) 

Verses 1-5 - This Is How One Should Regard Us 

Paul has been concerned to differentiate the work of the Apostles from 

the position of the heads of the schools of philosophy. First, the 

schools of philosophy are developed from human reason alone. The 

Gospel is reasonable, but begins with a relationship with the author of 

reason, the God of creation. Second, the Church is not an institution 

with levels of authority. The Church is a fellowship of believers with 

levels of responsibility nourished by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Traditionally this is called in theology "The Priesthood of All Believers." 

We all stand in a relationship with God as his children. We all have 

access to his presence through Messiah and the Holy Spirit. 

Paul describes the pastor/teacher office as one of: 

Servant 

Steward 

The requirement of the servant and steward is the same for all 

believers. We are to be found faithful to the responsibilities God has 

laid upon us. We are not ultimately under the judgment of the 

brothers and sisters. We are not necessarily fully aware of our own 

success or failures. The final evaluation of our faithfulness will be given 

by our Father in heaven. 

Verses 6- 7 - That None of You May Be Puffed Up 

There were two paradigms that were troubling the Corinthians in terms 

of authority one was Greek and the other Roman. The greatest good 

for the Greek philosopher was knowledge. The greatest good for the 
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Romans was power. Neither of these paradigms was appropriate for 

I the Christian life. We are to be "servants" and "stewards." The Greek 

word for "servant" is uperetos, or under rower. The Greek word for 

"steward" is oikonomous, or house keeper. We are not to go beyond 

the TORAH, or the Scriptures from which up to this point Paul has 

quoted five times. Our wisdom comes as a gift from God. You did not 

think it out or get it by imperial appointment. There is no room for 

boasting. 

Verses 8-13 - We are Fools, But You Are Wise????? 

Paul is not above using some sarcasm here. The Corinthians have put 

themselves with their boasting and their bickering above the authority 

of the Apostles. They have claimed strength, wisdom, honor, while 

Paul had worked as a tentmaker (Acts 18:3) in order to support his 

ministry to the Corinthians. His very life was at risk at times. 

Verses 14 - 21 - You Do Not Have Many Fathers 

Paul was the founder of the Corinthian congregation. He speaks to 

them as a father. He does not want them to be ashamed. He wants 

them to grow up. They should stop their bickering and imitate the 

servant life of their founder. He sends Timothy so they can see what an 

faithful son looks like. If God 

wills he will return himself, 

hopefully in the spirit of 

gentleness, and not with a rod 

of discipline. The Holy Spirit is 

the guide for the church. He 

exercises the power. 



1 Cori thians 

Commentary on Chapter 5 



1 1 

I Corinthians 5 {1) 

Verses 1- 5 - Immorality in the Congregation 

Having spoken of discipline in the last paragraph, the Apostle specifies a 

concrete situation which is now present at Corinth. Leviticus 18:8 

specifically forbids a man's sexual relations with the wife of his father. 

This has taken place in the congregation at Corinth and Paul, as a Rabbi 

and as an Apostle, passes a Din Torah (a judgment of the Torah) on the 

situation and requires excommunication. The moral standards of 

Roman and Greek culture were not very high as compared to biblical 

standards, but even the prevailing culture would not approve this sort 

of conduct. Paul makes clear that even in his absence he expects the 

congregation to expel the offender. 

Excommunication does not mean loss of salvation. It means removal 

from the fellowship and from the Lord's Table. The purpose of "putting 

out of communion," or excommunication, is to lead the offender to 

repentance. This particular case may be referred to in II Corinthians 2, 

where repentance and restoration is discussed. 

Verses 6 - 8 A Little Leaven 

Paul uses leaven here as a metaphor for sin and relates it to Passover 

and the removal of leaven in connection with the Passover sacrifice of 

Messiah for our sin. Leaven spreads throughout the whole lump. If you 

tolerate sin in the fellowship it will affect the life of the whole 

congregation. 

Verses 9 - 13 Purge the Evil Person From Among You 



Paul here desires to avoid all misunderstanding in his teaching 

concerning separation. He is not recommending monasticism, or 

religious communes, or Christian separate societies. He makes clear he 

is not expecting the bel ievers to "go out of the world." However, 

within the community of believers there is to be a firm moral 

commitment. We are members of the family of God. The moral purity 

of the believing community is a witness to the world, and a light to the 

nations. It must not be compromised. 



I CORINTHIANS 

Commentary on Chapter ·6 



I Corinthians 6 

Verses 1-11 - The Saints Will Judge the World 

The background scripture for this section can be found in: 

Daniel 7:22, Matthew 19:28, Luke 22:30, Revelation 3:21 

Matthew 19:28 reads, "Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you. In the 

new world when the Son of Man shall sit on his glorious throne, you 

who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel." 

Having discussed the use of the "Din Torah" (a judgment of the Law) for 

the purpose of church discipline, Paul moves on to a discussion of the 

"Din Torah" for the purpose of resolving disputes among church 

members. Jesus refers to this process in Matthew 16:19 when he says, 

"I will give you the keys of the kingdom, and whatever you bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven." 

The procedure for a "Din Torah" is given in Matthew 18:17ff. Offenses 

in the congregation are to be settled in the following manner. 

1. Confront the offender personally and seek a resolution 

2. If this fails, take two or three witnesses with you and seek a 

resolution 

3. If this fails the problem is to be taken to the congregation for a 

judgment by those invested with this responsibility. In Baptist 

churches this would likely be the deaconate. 

4. If the offender fails to repent, then he is to be treated as an 

unbeliever. He may or may not be an unbeliever, but if one 
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acts like an unbeliever he is to be treated as such. There must 

not be an unresolved problem. A decision must be made. 

This passage is followed by the saying, "Whatever you bind on earth ... " 

This affirmation refers to the process of problem resolution in the 

congregation, or "din Torah." 

Paul reminds the saints that at the final judgment they will be judging 

the nations. It is a disgrace, given that future, that they are not able to 

make moral judgments within the fellowship. Surely, having been 

separated by the Holy Spirit and incorporated into the kingdom they 

are able to recognize unrighteousness and sin. 

Verses 12 - 20 - Glorify God in Your Body 

Prostitution was a major social factor in Corinthian culture. Even 

though the Temple of Aphrodite on the acropolis was gone, the stain 

remained on the city. To call a person a "Corinthian" was an epithet for 

immorality. The Apostle wants to make clear why this is a sin. There 

was still in the worldview of Corinth the Greek idea that the body was 

the baser side of reality. It was only the reason that mattered, and 

what was done in the body was morally irrelevant so long as the "soul" 

was pure. 

This thought pattern is the back story for Paul's assertion that "all 

things are lawful for me." That is, the Torah teaches that God created 

all things good. This includes the body and our physical functions; for 

instance eating and sexual intimacy. However, there is a proper use of 

the body which belongs to God and now belongs to Messiah who has 

redeemed our bodies and assured our bodily resurrection through his 

own victory over sin. 
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Verse 16 puts the biblical perspective over against the Greek 

perspective. The body and the immaterial soul are intricately 

interwoven in our human nature. We are clay plus the image of God. 

"And God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into 

his nostrils the breath of life." Human beings cannot function physically 

without the involvement of the soul. We cannot love without acting. 

"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 

Paul is reminding the Corinthians that sexual intimacy involves the soul. 

It changes us. Within marriage it functions to bind souls as well as 

bodies. It enriches. It is not only designed for procreation. It is 

intended to be a gift of love given to one to whom we are committed in 

a covenant relationship. 

Prostitution, as well as any form of sexual transgression, changes us. It 

devalues the intended purpose of intimacy. It turns a gift into 

exploitation. It creates a damaged understanding of the language of 

love. Beyond this, it insults God and the Messiah who has 

condescended to dwell in the body of the believer as a temple of the 

Holy Spirit. 

If we are members of the redeemed community, our bodies belong to 

God. Paul pleads that we not insult God by misusing them and 

damaging one of the most sensitive blessings of creation. 
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I Corinthians 7 

Chapter seven begins a list of at least four subjects which the Apostle 

has received questions concerning from the Corinthian congregation. 

Each answer begins with the phrase "Now concerning." 

1. 7:1- "Is it acceptable for a man not to marry?" 

2. 7:25 - "The betrothed" (Those considering marriage) 

3. 12:1 - "Spiritual gifts" 

4. 16:1 - "The collection for the saints" 

Verses 1-5 - Celibacy 

The Corinthian culture was a sexually permissive culture. Celibacy was 

a viable option, especially in light of the Greek depreciation of the 

material world. However, the Apostle was not pushing celibacy. Paul 

considered it safer in the oversexed culture of Corinth for people to 

marry. His view of marriage was exceptionally sensitive and tuned to 

the biblical teaching of the equality of the sexes in marriage. "Conjugal 

rights" are understood by Paul as being shared and involving 

responsibility to meet each other's needs. These needs include both 

physical and spiritual discipline. There may be times when both 

partners agree to spend their time in prayer together, but extended 

periods of abstinence would not be wise. 

It is passages such as this that leads me to believe Paul was married at 

one time. He may have lost his wife when he became a believer in 

Jesus. 

Verses 6 - 9 - The advantages of singleness 
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The Apostle does not want disparage singleness. At present he himself 

is single. He will have more to say on this later in the chapter (25- 31). 

However, this will depend on the Spirit's gifting. Jesus discusses this in 

Matthew 16:10ff. For most marriage is preferable. 

Verses 10 - 16 - God Has Called You to Peace 

The situation Paul discusses here is the result of one partner in a 

marriage becoming a believer and the other not. This is a first 

generation congregation. The wisdom of not marrying an unbeliever is 

not relevant when the marriage already exists. Two advantages exist in 

keeping the marriage together. 

1. The believer may win the unbeliever to faith 

2. The children will be exposed to the Gospel and to an example 

of Christian living 

There is the possibility that the unbeliever may reject the Gospel and 

leave the marriage. This would be an easy matter in Roman culture, 

especially if the unbeliever is the husband. In this case the believer is 

not bound to the marriage. They are free to remarry. God has called us 

to peace, not enslavement. 

In the case of abandonment in a Christian couple there is another road. 

The procedure outlined in the previous chapter seeking reconciliation 

needs to be followed. 

Verses 17-24 - Bloom Where You Are Planted 

Again, we need to remember this is a first generation congregation. 

Some are Jews and some are Gentiles. Some are freemen and some 

are slaves. One's incorporation into the Kingdom of the redeemed 
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does not require a change in social status or identity. Believers are free 

in Messiah. There is no need to seek a change identity. 

There evidently were some who sought to remove the mark of 

circumcision since they no longer were bound to the ceremonial law. 

There were others who sought to escape the station of slave; Philemon 

for example. The Christian calling does not involve protest against 

social status. It involves being a follower of Jesus where you are. If 

emancipation is offered, accept it. However, you are already free in the 

Lord. 

Verses 25 - 38 - A Word To Those Considering Marriage 

Paul has discussed married life. He has considered the situation of a 

I believer being married to an unbeliever. This rather lengthy paragraph 

considers those who are considering marriage. He makes at least four 

points. 

1. Marriage involves responsibilities to your partner and your 

family. This situation can limit your freedom, and must be 

seriously considered. 

2. The unmarried do have more time to give in service to the Lord 

{see verse 6). 

3. In either case we need to live our lives with eternity in mind. 

This world is after all passing away. We serve God in either 

state; married or single. 

4. Both singleness and marriage have their advantages. Both are 

good. God had gifted us differently and we need to follow his 

leading. 

Verses 39 - 40 Widows and Widowers 
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Paul answers the question whether widows and widowers are free to 

remarry. His answer is yes. However, the Apostle is favorably disposed 

to refraining from remarriage. There may be a hint of autobiography 

here. Paul saw his own singleness as an advantage in his ministry (7:7). 

However, others of the Apostles were married and their wives traveled 

with them (I Cor. 9:5). Obviously there are advantages and 

disadvantages in both cases. 
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I Corinthians 8 

There are two situations considered here by the Apostle. Corinth was a 

pagan city with several pagan temples within the central area of the 

own. These temples often sponsored public dinners for the residents 

as an act of worship to the god of the temple. Beyond this the animals 

sacrificed to the gods at the temple were butchered at the temple and 

sold at the market place. The question the Christian community faced 

1

was what constituted spiritual compromise. Paul treats both situations 

separately. 

fl. modern parallel might be our relationship with the homosexual 

community. Could entertaining a homosexual couple at our home be 

considered a moral compromise? How would that compare with 

attending a homosexual wedding? We live in a sinful world. The 

r ituations change, but the questions of moral and spiritual compromise 

persist. They are not new. They were present in the earliest 

congregations of Christendom. 

1 Verses 1-3 - The Distinction Between Knowledge and Love 

Sometimes what we know can get in the way of our obligation to love 

our neighbor. We need to be careful not to let knowledge morph into 

pride. In every situation of conflict between the mind of Messiah and 

t he mind of this sinful world we must love the sinner and at the same 

t ime draw the line marked out by the Torah, the word of God. This is 

not always easy. The Apostle gives advice in one specific situation; 

~ating food offered to idols. 

Verses 4 - 6 - First, Our Theology 



First, the gods represented by the idols do not exist. We know that. 

There is only one God and one Messiah in whom the eternal Word 

dwells. This is our faith. It cannot be compromised. 

Verses 7 - 8 - Food Will Not Commend Us to God 

Since the gods of the pagans do not exist it is indifferent whether or not 

we eat meat sacrificed at the pagan temples. Meat is meat. The God 

we worship created it and the fact that it was sacrificed at a pagan 

temple to a pagan god has no spiritual significance for us. 

Verses 9 - 13 - A Stumbling Block to the Weak 

There seems to be two pieces of advice wrapped up in this paragraph. 

Both are a caution not to let your knowledge become a spiritual hazard 

to the new believer or the weaker brother or sister. 

First, stay away from the temple dinners. This is clearly an act of pagan 

worship, even if you understand that the god does not exist. Anyone 

observing that conduct will naturally assume you believe the temple 

god exists. Your witness is destroyed along with the faith of those 

observing you. 

Second, there is a suggestion that you be sensitive to how those around 

you view the food you eat. If a brother or sister makes a point of the 

fact that the meat purchased at the market is dedicated to the god, it is 

better to refrain from eating it until the weak Christian is strong enough 

to let go of their pagan responses. Knowledge does not overcome 

one's feelings immediately. learn to be helpful and do not be a 

stumbling block. There are enough of them already in the culture that 

surrounds us. 



Commentary on Chapter 9 



I Corinthians 9 

This entire chapter deals with a principal Jesus laid down in his "Sermon 

on the Mount." It is the principal of: 

FORFITING ONE'S RIGHTS FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS. 

The classic statement of this Kingdom rule is, "If anyone slaps you on 

the right cheek, turn to him the other also (Matt. 539)." Jesus is not 

denying here the right of self-defense or the justice of reciprocity. He is 

saying that one can forfeit ones' rights in order to create a relationship 

in which the gospel is shared. The Apostle Paul develops this principle 

in terms of the Corinthian situation. He lists his rights, and reminds the 

Corinthians that he has laid them aside for their benefit. A list of those 

rights follows. 

1. The right of being recognized as an Apostle (v. 1). 

He has seen the resurrected Messiah. 

2. The right to eat and drink with Gentiles. (v. 3) 

Messiah has released us from the ceremonial law. 

3. The right to be accompanied by a believing wife (v. 5). 

4. The right to be supported financially by the congregation he 

serves (v. 6). 

Evidently there were members of the Corinthian congregation who 

questioned these rights. Unlike Peter, Paul likely did not see Jesus prior 

to his ascension. The Jews were critical of Paul's association with 

Gentiles and the Gentiles were critical of his rabbinical background. 

The right to be accompanied by a wife was not applicable in Paul's case 

since he was unmarried. It does appear, however, that there was some 

grumbling about supporting Paul financially. He spent time in Corinth -
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about eighteen months. Paul did not charge for his teaching as the 

Sophists did. He saw himself as Pastor and Teacher of the Lord's flock. 

Evidently the sheep he fed did not reciprocate, and Paul had to work as 

a leatherworker to earn his keep (Acts 18:3). 

The chapter develops this theme of pastoral support. Paul uses several 

I illustrations of the right of just reward. 

The farm animal is fed 

The soldier is salaried 

The farmer shares in the crop 

The priest shares in the sacrificial offerings 

This is a delicate conversation because it can easily be twisted. Paul is 

reminding the Corinthians of their responsibility to support the 

ministry. At the same time he wants to make plain that the ministers of 

the Gospel are not serving for earthly reward. If the Corinthians fail in 

their responsibility, and they obviously were, those called to minister 

will lay aside their rights because they are under a greater commission. 

"Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel." 

Every so often we need to remind ourselves of the contemporary 

relevance of this discussion. Most ministers of the Gospel have a 

college degree and at least three years of professional training. This is 

the equivalent of an academic Ph.D. When I went to seminary I 

graduated with another bachelor's degree. It didn't matter. I was not 

really after a resume. The seminary eventually issued new diplomas to 

their graduates upgrading the bachelor's degree to a master's degree. 

It still was not the doctorate that every other profession granted. 
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Many pastors have additional training- a D.Min., which is a 

professional degree. I have a Th.M, which is a three year academic 

degree. 

I mention all this because it bears upon Paul's exhortation. He wants 

the Corinthians to appreciate the God's servants. They don't want to 

get rich. The Sophists and teachers of rhetoric are welcome to their 

income and status. But, the Ministers of the Gospel have been called of 

God and given to the Church as servants of the Word. 

Most ministers have more education than our medical doctors, our 

lawyers, and certainly our politicians. There is, however, a significant 

distance between their incomes. Paul is not arguing for more money or 

a better living. He is calling the Corinthians to appreciate the ministry. 

Paul knows he is "entrusted with the stewardship." If necessary he is 

willing to "present the Gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use 

of my right in the gospel." However, 0 1f we have sown spiritual things 

among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you (v. 11)." 

The Corinthians were not poor. It seems, however, they were reluctant 

to share their prosperity with their pastor/teachers. 
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I CORIN HIANS 

Temple of Apollo 

Commentary on Chapter 10 



I Corinthians 10 

Paul has discussed the problem of idol meat in chapter 8. However, the 

larger problem is the actual participation in idolatrous worship and 

practice. Corinth was a pagan city. Idol worship was bred into the daily 

life of the community. I just read an artide discussing the life of a 

missionary kid living and going to school in Thailand. His teacher kept 

trying to force him to bow to a Buddha statue. He kept refusing, 

informing his teacher she was "worshipping a piece of wood." 

However, going against the culture is difficult. It marks one as 

different. From Paul's discussion both the Jewish and Gentile members 

of the Christian community were having difficulty braving the censure 

of the culture. 

Vss. 1-13 - Do Not Be Idolaters As Some Of Them Were 

When Israel left Egypt God gave them evidence of his presence. He led 

them with the pillar of fire and the cloud. He took them through the 

waters of the Reed Sea. He provided water from the rock. 

Nevertheless, most of them died in the wilderness. 

Moses references the worship of the golden calf (Ex. 32:4), their sexual 

ventures with the Moabites (Num. 25:1) and the resulting plague. 

These punishments were on Israelites who should have known better. 

Temptation is not limited to those outside the community of faith. We 

need to flee idolatry. God has provided the Spirit to enable us to resist 

any temptation. 

Vss. 14- 22 - I Do Not Want You To Be Participants With Demons 

Paul uses the Communion Service to emphasize his point. When we 

take the memorials of our Lord's death and resurrection we participate 



as a body of believers in the faith that his sacrifice has delivered us 

from sin. We commune with God and each other. We act together as 

family. When the pagans eat the food offered to idols, especially in the 

idol temple meals they commune with the demons that stand behind 

the false gods of paganism. The idol is nothing. The demons are real. 

You cannot commune with both the Lord and the demons. 

Vss. 23 - 30 - Not All Things Are Helpful 

Again Paul specifies that the meat offered to idols is just meat. If you 

are invited to a person's home for a meal and they serve idol meat you 

need not refrain, unless your host makes a point of it. If he does you 

must refuse the meat. You cannot "affirm" the idol. 

We might compare this to the insistence that Christians "welcome and 

affirm" sinful sexual practice. We are to love our neighbors. We do not 

need to reject the individual living a pagan lifestyle. However, when we 

are asked to "affirm" that lifestyle, we must say, "No." If the response 

to our "No" is hateful, that is not our hate but theirs. However, it may 

be tempting to compromise our convictions for the sake of "peace." 

This is Paul's concern. 

Vss. 31 - 33 - That They May Be Saved 

Obviously Paul knows you cannot please everybody all the time. As 

believers we do not go out of our way to offend. However, everything 

we do must be oriented to give God glory. It is more important not to 

offend God than not to offend someone who insists we "affirm" sin. 



I Corinthians 

Commentary on Chapter 11 



I Corinthians 11 

I Vss. 1- 16 - Hats in Church 

I This is one of those difficult passages to make relevant to our time and 

culture. A few observations may help. 

1. Corinth was in Greece, not the Middle East. Little in this passage 

has to do with the general culture. There were all kinds of head 

coverings for men and women on the streets of Corinth. It was a 

cosmopolitan city. 

2. The passage has to do with worship practice; praying and 

prophesying. It is not relevant to public life in general. 

3. Both men and women are involved in praying and prophesying, or 

preaching. 

4. The subject of the passage is not so much dress as it is authority. 

The manner of dress is a symbol of authority (see verse 10). 

Authority is a sensitive subject in our time because of the extreme 

individualism of our culture (No one can tell me what to do or 

think!). This degenerates into the PC mentality in which 

disagreement is offending and hateful. In this context authority is 

an absent concept. 

Authority in the biblical world view is not understood merely as 

leadership, but as responsibility. There are levels of responsibility 

as well as areas of responsibility. Authority in a worldly culture 

often is interpreted as the right to dominate and control. This has 

no place in Scripture. "Rights" can be forfeited for the sake of 

others. "Authority" involves responsibility to care for others. 

A primary illustration of this is in the creation story. When man 

was created God said, "Let them have dominion (Gen. 1:26)." In 
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the expanded record of man's creation he Is told to work and 

keep the garden. In other words authority involves responsibility. 

5. The head covering in our text is a "symbol of authority." It seems 

the Corinthians were experiencing some variation of the "feminist 

movement." The Gospel put women on an equal plane with men 

under the Lordship of Messiah. This was a new experience for 

women in the Greco/Roman culture. Paul affirms the equality 

and the complimentary nature of the sexes in verse 11, but needs 

to also affirm the authority structure of married life and the life of 

the fellowship of believers. They are related in his mind, and in 

the mind of God. 

Vs. 2 - Maintain the Traditions 

There are some who would contend that this passage Is entirely 

cultural and can largely be ignored by the church today. The Greek 

word for "traditions" is "paradoseis," which means the body of 

doctrine or teaching which Paul had given to the Corinthians in his 

extended stay with them. He is not writing here about superficial 

matters. Something is wrong and needs to be corrected. 

Vs. 3 - I Want You to Understand 

There is a structure of authority in creation. In the Church this is 

manifested in 

God is head (Gr. Kephale) over Messiah 

In Hebrew the word would by "Rosh" which has a broader 

meaning-first, beginning, highest (illus. RoshHaShanna). 

Messiah is head over every man 
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The husband is head over his wife 

We need to be careful here and not respond with contemporary 

impulses. The husband is responsible as the spiritual head of the 

household. Paul is not willing to let this teaching be drowned out by a 

faulty reading of the equality of the sexes. Men and women are equal, 

but not the same. They are created to be complimentary, not identical. 

Vss. 4- 9 Dishonoring One's Head 

The word "head" (Kephale) is the same here as in verse three. In 

other words, Paul is saying that the covering the head is in the 

Corinthian setting a symbol of being under authority (see verse 9). 

When a man covers his head he is rejecting his role as spiritual leader of 

his home. When the wife fails to cover her head she is rejecting the 

headship of her husband. 

Vss. 10 -16 Judge for Yourselves 

Paul stipulates here that a head covering is a "symbol of authority." 

What might correspond to that symbol today is an interesting question. 

Some expositors have suggested the wedding ring, but that falls short 

on several counts. Others have suggested modest dress, but that is 

really a general moral principal. For the Corinthians the head covering 

seemed appropriate. Paul uses some hyperbole to press its 

appropriateness. He mentions long hair and shaving one's head. In 

fact long hair is specific to the female gender. 

The practice of wives wearing head covering during worship was a 

received custom in the churches and Paul saw it as helpful in keeping 

the biblical view of authority safe from corruption from extremes. 
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Vss. 17 - 22 - When You Come Together As A Church 

The early Church did not have buildings, so they met together in 

homes. In these verses Paul is describing such a meeting which 

includes a fellowship meal. However, it differed from what we usually 

do in such meals. Each individual or family brought their own food, and 

ate their meal independently. This meant that the wealthy ate well and 

the poor ate poorly. Some gourmets even got drunk. The poorer 

classes ate very little and some had nothing. The Apostle implies that 

this brings judgment on the body of believers. It is hardly in the spirit of 

Jesus. 

Vss. 33 - 34 - Wait For One Another 

I am skipping over verses 23 - 32 for now, because Paul has some 

specific recommendations for correcting the abuses he outlines in 17-

22. 

1. If a person feels the need for a hearty meal, and can afford it, 

let him eat it at home before coming to the meeting of the 

saints. Many of the brothers and sisters can't afford it. 

2. Eat the fellowship meal together. Wait for everyone to be 

present before starting to eat. The church is a family. They 

should eat their meal as a family. 

3. Do not do anything that humiliates other brothers and sisters. 

Avoid God's judgment. 

Vss. 23 - 32 Do This In Remembrance Of Me 

Paul conveys to the Corinthians what he has received from the Apostles 

concerning the celebration of redemption. The Communion Service is 

to be a service of REMEMBRANCE and PROCLAIMATION. 

3.J, 



This is in the spirit of the Passover tradition on which the Communion 

service is based. It is not a sacrifice. It is not a meritorious ceremony 

that gains us merit for the life to come. It does not an act of penance 

which counteracts the penalty for sin. It is essentially an act of 

thanksgiving, a Eucharist, based on the Greek word for thanksgiving. 

It remembers and proclaims to the world the central act of our 

redemption. Messiah gave his life as a sacrifice for our sin. It is done. 

We are released from sin's bondage. We have a new covenant with 

God in which our approach is unhindered. The veil of the Temple is 

rent. The Atonement is made. We remember and are grateful. 

The passage about eating and drinking the elements of the Communion 

service "unworthily'~ seems to be specifically directed to those at the 

love feast, or communal meal, who are not yet believers. They may be 

unbelieving friends or spouses. Paul gives an invitation to self

examination. He warns against taking these remembrances without 

discerning their significance and receiving them as an act of faith. It 

may be appropriate to use the communion as a time of rededication 

and self-examination for believers, but this does not seem to be Paul's 

concern here. He is giving an invitation to unbelievers to commit to the 

Savior we remember in the Communion. To pretend is to bring 

judgment on one's self that leads to condemnation. To the unbeliever 

at the table with the saints, this is the alter call. 
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Commentary on Chapter 12 



I Corinthians 12 

Vss. 1- 3 - The Ultimate Test 

The idols of the pagan culture of Corinth could not speak. However, 
there were oracles, pagan priests, teachers of philosophy, ecstatic 

experiences which claimed to deliver spiritual truth. Paul begins this 

chapter on spiritual gifts by setting down an overall principal. If the 

truth claim does not lift up the Messiah it is not from the Holy Spirit of 

God. Jesus claimed to be "the truth." He promised to send the Spirit of 

truth who would reiterate his teachings {John 14). Anything contrary is 

false. 

Vss. 4 -11 - A Variety of Gifts - The Same Spirit 

There are nine specific gifts mentioned in this paragraph. We need to 

understand this as a suggestive and partial list. It is meant to be 

'- illustrative of the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry 

(Eph. 4:12). The list includes: 

Wisdom, Knowledge, faith, Healing (pl.), miracles, prophecy, 

discernment, languages, interpretation or translation of languages. 

They are gifted to individuals as the Spirit of God wills for the common 
good. 

Vss. 12 - 28 - That There Be No Division In The Body 

This extensive description of the body as an organic whole, each part 

needed and functioning for the good of the whole, is Paul's idea of the 

Church. No part functions independently of all the others. Both honor 

and suffering are shared. 

Vss. 29- 31 God has Appointed ... 



The Church is the presence of Messiah in the world. None of us has the 

ful lness of Christ, all the gifts. We are parts of the body and the body 

has all the gifts it needs to do the work of God in the world. 

I There is an exception to this rule. One gift is given to all and we should 

all seek it. It is the more excellent way through witch all the other gifts 

a re expressed. 
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I Corinthians 13 

: Before going into this chapter on the "more excellent way" some 

I classification may be helpful in examining the subject of spiritual gifts. 

Spiritual gifts are not the same as the "fruits of the Spirit" as outlined in 

Galatians S:22- 25. These are the result of Christian maturity. The 

gifts are given for specific service in the body. They can be divided as 

'follows. 

1. Specific or distributed gifts - Given to members of the body 

for specific service. We may be given more than one, although 

one gift usually seems to be conspicuous. 

2. Administrative gifts - These are given to those God appoints as 

leaders in the body. They are specified in Ephesians 4:11 as: 

Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, and Pastor/Teachers ) 

3. General gifts - Given to all the members of the body through 

which the specific gifts are put into practice 

! Faith - Hope - Love - The greatest of these is LOVE. 

lvss. 1- 3 - Without love we are nothing 

It is possible to do the right thing and get no spiritual benefit from it. 

Paul seems to be saying here that gifts can be exercised without their 

leading to spiritual growth or the rewards of heaven. God will 

~ccomplish his will through our exercise of the gifts he gives, but 

INithout love there is no personal growth. The key phrase here is the 
I 
'ast phrase - "I gain nothing." 

In chapter 15 verse 58 the Apostle tells us to be "steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the LORD, knowing that in the LORD 
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your labor is not in vain." However, we might relinquish our blessing if 

we do the work without love. 

We do the work without love. Needless to say the "LOVE" Paul speaks 

about here is the quality of love shown by God to humanity in the 

sending of Messiah to take our sins upon himself on the cross that we 

might be free from its power and penalty. It is "agape." It is the quality 

of love that is given by the Spirit of God. There is nothing wrong with 

"phileo" or "eros." But "agape" is a selfless love that can be generated 

only by the Spirit of God. Without it our gifts will not generate spiritual 

gain. 

Vss. 4 - 7 - love is ... 

It is very difficult to define agape love. It does not come naturally to us. 

That is why Paul places this exhortation in a discussion of spiritual gifts. 

Rather than define agape Paul chooses to explain how it works. 

1. It is patient and kind 

2. It doesn't envy or boast 

3. It is not arrogant or rude 

4. It does not insist on its own way (it listens) 

S. It is not irritable or resentful 

6. It does not take pleasure in others failures, but rejoices in the 

truth 

7. It takes the consequences of others sin and still hopes that 

grace will triumph 

Notice that most of these descriptions come in pairs. Two verbs are 

related in a cause and effect dynamic. Patience causes kindness, and so 

l, on. 



Vss. 8 -12 - Time and Eternity 

There is a difference between the gift of love and the other gifts. Love 

builds the soul, enlarges the image of God in which we were created. 

These effects are permanent. They move into eternity with us. Here, 

our knowledge is partial and our preaching, which flows from our 

knowledge, is also partial. This does not imply it is false. The image, as 

in the first century mirrors, is real enough, but it is clouded and 

indistinct. When we enter eternity the image will be "pan al pan," face 

to face. 

Unlike Islam the biblical revelation gives us truth about God. God tells 

us who he is and identifies his attributes. He sends to those who trust 

him his Spirit to "lead us to green pastures and still waters." He enters 

into covenants with us. In Islam God is not only unknown but 

unknowable. However, we do not know everything. Eternity will be 

like growing up. We will know God as we are known. 

One continuum between time and eternity is love. 

Trust and 

carry 

love is the 

It ca rri es through. 

hope also 

through, but 

greatest. 
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I Corinthians 14 

Before looking at the text in detail let us lay down some general 

observations. First, the word used for "tongues" in Greek is 

"glossolalia." It is made up of two Greek words: "glossa," which means 

a language and "laleo," which means to speak. So we are talking here 

about speaking a language. 

Second, we are thinking about speaking in the congregation, in 

prophecy/teaching and prayer. Paul's main concern is that all speaking 

in the congregation should be clear communication. Enthusiasm is well 

and good, but not when separated form understanding. All speaking 

must engage the mind and be understood. 

What was the problem Paul was speaking to here? Simply put, Corinth 

was a cosmopolitan port city. They did not all speak the same 

language. Most of the congregation could likely speak Greek, since it 

was the trade language. However, many spoke Latin. More significant, 

those Jewish members of the congregation, and there were many, 

prayed and taught in Hebrew. This was the language of the Temple. It 

was the language of the Jewish prayers. It was the language of the 

Synagogue, which was next door to the meeting house of the 

congregation {Acts 18:7f). 

I !The story of Pentecost {Acts 2) was amazing because the Apostles were 

praying in the native languages of the pilgrims who were not prepared 

to hear their native languages spoken in the Temple. In the Temple one 

prayed in Hebrew and likely were instructed in Hebrew. The message 

!was clear. The Gospel was going to the world of the Gentiles; to the 

nations. 
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In a recent article Phil Johnson suggests four principles to keep in mind 

while reading this chapter. 

1. "Tongues" were real languages. 

2. Speaking In tongues is not supposed to be a mystical exercise 

that bypasses the mind. 

3. It is wrong to allow the church service to become chaotic 

4. Tongues are a sign to unbelievers. i.e. Gentiles heard the 

Gospel in their own language and this was a sign of God's grace 

to the believer or a sign of judgment to the unbeliever 

Vss. 1-5 - No One Understands Him 

Paul is describing a situation where the speaker in the congregation is 

speaking in a language which many in attendance do not understand. 

Perhaps the lesson or prayer is being offered in Hebrew. This would be 

natural for the Jewish contingent of the congregation and Paul is happy 

the speaker is conversant in Hebrew, but he or she is not helping, up 

building, encouraging or offering consolation to the ones who don't 

speak Hebrew. It may be exhilarating for the speaker, but it is not 

building up the church. 

Vss. 6 -12 - Strive to Excel in Building Up the Church 

In this paragraph Paul seems to appeal to an implication of the previous 

chapter. If you do not speak in a language that is understood by the 

listener, the listener becomes a foreigner. This is not love in action. It 

does not qualify as working of the Spirit of God. 

Vss. 13 -19 - Pray For the Power to Interpret 



There are two central thoughts in this paragraph. The first is that the 

spirit and the mind function together. Enthusiasm without 

understanding is not conducive to spiritual growth . Jesus, quoting 

I 
Deuteronomy 6:5 taught us to love God with all our heart, soul and 

mind. You may communicate your passion by praying or preaching in 

language not understood by the rest of the fellowship. But you will be 

little help to them in strengthening their faith. 

The answer to this problem is to utilize the gift of interpretation. When 

a language is used unfamiliar to the fellowship, there must always be 

an interpreter (vs. 27). 

The second point is that a command of languages is good. Paul likely 

spoke Hebrew, Greek, Latin and Aramaic. But his desire was to be 

understood. 

Vss. 20 - 25 - In Your Thinking Be Mature 

The illustration Paul uses here is from Isaiah 28:11 when Israel is 

invaded by Assyria and cannot understand their language. This creates 

confusion . If unbelievers come into the fellowship and see confusion 

they will not be impressed. However, if they hear the message given in 

an orderly and comprehensive way they may believe. 

Vss. 26 - 33 - If There Is No One To Interpret, Let Each Of Them Keep 

Silent 

Paul is describing a practice which some of us may be familiar with as 

"testimony" time. The members of the fellowship each tell what the 

Lord has been doing for them in order to encourage each other. Paul 

4L. 



insists on order. One at a t ime. Wait for one another. No speaking in a 

language not understood by t he group unless there is an interpreter. 

Vss. 34 - 35 - Let Them Ask Their Husbands at Home 

This is a simple admonition against ta lking while others are ta lking. The 

freedom offered to women in the church was practically unknown in 

the Greco Roman world. It was invigorating, but sometimes got out of 

hand with idol chatter. 

Vss. 36 - 40 - All Things Should Be Done Decently and in Order 

Paul expects his instructions to be followed in the congregation . He 

does not want to discourage prophecy, or sharing one's witness in t he 

congregation. He does not want to discourage speaking in one's own 

home language. However, he does insist on an interpreter, and an 

orderly consideration of one another in the desire to share. Take turns. 

if3 . 
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I Corinthians 15 

Vss. 1 - 11 - The Gospel 

This Good News has been: 

Preached - Received - Retained - Believed - Saved 

What is it? Jesus: 

Died for our Sins - Was Buried - Rose Again 

What is the evidence? He appeared to: 

Peter - The Twelve - Five Hundred Believers at Once - James - All the 

I Apostles - To Paul 

There are ten appearances described in the New Testament if we 

include the Gospels and these mentioned by Paul. I have examined 

each of them in my book on the resurrection which is available on the 

church's web site under GROWTH "Bible Study Resources." 

There are several crucial theological imperatives included in this brief 

paragraph. 

1. The Good News is historically rooted. 

2. The death and resurrection of Messiah are predicted and 

consistent with the Scriptures of the Old Testament 

3. Salvation (sozeste - from soter, deliverance, victory) is through 

trusting (pistos) in this work of God 

4. The Apostolic authority of Paul 

Vss. 12 - 19 The Greek Problem 

Lf 4. 



There is no clearer statement of the difference between Greek thinking 

and the Greek world view than this paragraph. Remember that Corinth 

is not fifty miles from Athens, the home of the Greek schools of 

Philosophy. The Greeks saw the body as inferior to the rational soul. 

Not only was it inferior, It was the enemy of reason and the source of 

mindless passion. Mater was created not by a holy and righteous God 

but by an inferior being. The rational soul was trapped in the body until 

death released it to the world of pure reason. 

Biblical thought sees creation as good. The physical world shows us the 

glory of God and the soul of man is a unity of body and spirit (mind) 

created to serve God and care for the creation. The separation of body 

and spirit is an unnatural state for mankind. Death is therefore a 

punishment for sin. It separates body from spirit, and the human spirit 

from its Creator. 

The Corinthians had difficulty adjusting their mind set to see 

resurrection as a good thing. It is of interest that the Apostle does not 

condemn the Corinthians for their rejection of the resurrection, but 

rather seeks to instruct them in the revelation of God in the Torah. 

The problem of mankind is not the existence of his material body but of 

his moral depravity. Sin is not merely a physical affair; it is a rational 

choice to disobey God. Messiah's death and resurrection are the 

provision God has made to solve the sin problem and without the 

resurrection of Messiah we carry our guilt into eternity and face the 

wrath of God. In contrast, in Messiah we have hope both in time and in 

eternity. This is the Good News. 

Vss. 20 - 28 - In Fact 



In order to replace the Greek world view in the minds of the 

Corinthians the Apostle goes back to the creation story to set forth the 

origin of the real conflict with in humanity and the meaning of death. It 

was not a defect in creation that causes our dysfunction but the 

rebellion of Adam and the effect of that rebellion on all humanity. 

Adam's refusal to trust God brought about death. Messiah's obedience 

reversed the curse and brought about life. Messiah's resurrection was 

the first step in the removal of the curse of death. At his return death 

will be finally destroyed in all who by faith have entered the kingdom. 

The plan of redemption is to recover all that was lost in the Fall. Eden is 

to be restored, and the last enemy to be annihilated is death. Once 

that is completed the Messianic office will no longer be necessary. 

Vss. 29 - 35 - Baptized on Behalf of the Dead 

There has been a lot of needless confusion about this verse. Paul is 

ta lking about the resurrection, and baptism by immersion is a sign of 

death and resurrection. If there is no resurrection Paul wonders why 

the church continues to witness to resurrection by baptizing. 

The Apostle also wonders why he has been going through hardship and 

persecution if the Corinthians are stuck in the false thinking of Athens. 

Death is not a release from an inferior material state. It is an approach 

to the judgment of God. He advises that they keep better company and 

they avoid the sins of the godless. 

Vss. 36 - 41 - How Are the Dead Raised? 

This paragraph is an extended illustration aimed at showing that there 

are different kinds of bodies. We do not have to conclude from the 

promise of resurrection that we will get back the same body that died. 



God has something better in mind. Greek thinking was right in a very 

minor point. Our present bodies are not all we could hope for. They 

wear out and they often do not cooperate with our spiritual life. 

Mankind was created in the image of God, able to communicate with 
God and his world in perfect harmony. This is summed up in the Bible 

with one word: SHALOM. This "peace" was broken upon Adam's 

refusal to trust God. It will be restored in the resurrection. 

Vss. 42 - 49 - The Spiritual Body 

Again Paul goes back to the Genesis account to illustrate the nature of 

the bodily resurrection. He first uses a series of contrasts to show the 

difference between our present bodies and our future bodies. 

Perishable - Imperishable 

Dishonor - Glory 

Weakness - Power 

Natural - Spiritual 

He calls to mind the creation of man. It was a two stage process. God 

molded man's body from the dust of the earth; from matter. He then 

breathed into his nostrils the "breath of life." We need to remember 

that the Hebrew word for "breath" (ruach) is the same word used for 

"spirit." God made humans spiritual beings; in fellowship and 

communication with himself. When Adam failed to love God that 

fellowship was seriously damaged. The effects of that breach had 

consequences in man's material and spiritual life and in the natural 

world as well. In the resurrection that breach will be restored. We see 

C a preview of this in the "new birth." We shall see it completed In the 



, resurrection of the body. Once again we shall "bear the image of the 

man of heaven." 

Vss. 50- 55 - WOW 

Flesh and blood alone, that is the natural man, without the spiritual 

rebirth, cannot inherit the kingdom of God. Those who have been 

reborn into the kingdom will be changed. At the coming of Jesus, at the 

last trumpet, we shall all put on the new body. The results of the Fall 

will be canceled. Death will forever be defeated. We walk in this life 

under the specie of eternity. 

Listen for the sound of the trumpet, 

Announcing the Supper of the Lamb. 

All of our waiting will be over, 

Saints alive and dead together stand. 

******* 
But you need ears to hear the trumpet call, 

Although the Invitation goes to all. 

Some sleep away the time of grace, 

And are not entered in the race. 

******** 
Until He comes we'll serve the King of Kings 

That on that day he'll find us laboring. 



When shouts of angels pierce the night, 

And we are finished with the fight. 

******* 

Brothers and sisters, love each other more. 

Encourage each other to be pure. 

Before the world stand true and strong 

That they may see in us no wrong. 

******* 
I can hear the sound of the trumpet. 

My feet are rising from the ground. 

I can hear the shouts of the loved ones, 

And the Lord stands waiting with His crown • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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I Corinthians 16 

Vss. 1-4 - The Collection 

The purpose of the collection was to provide help for the churches in 

Jerusalem. Jerusalem was the Mother Church, and there was a famine 

in Judea. This was one of the questions that had been addressed to 

Paul from the Corinthians. They wanted to know how to handle the 

offering for Jerusalem. Paul was careful to separate himself from the 

fund raising business, although it was an important part of his ministry. 

The instructions were: 

1. To receive an offering each First Day for the Jerusalem relief 

fund 

2. Paul did not want an offering taken while he was with them. It 

should be already ready to send when he arrives. 

3. It will be sent to Jerusalem by representatives of the 

congregation with letters of introduction. 

4. Paul will accompany them if they the Corinthians think it 

advisable. 

Notice that the meeting day for worship was the First Day in 

celebration of the resurrection. Notice also that this was a widespread 

project involving the congregations of Galatia and likely Asia where Paul 

was ministering at the time of this writing. 

Vss. 5 -11 - I Will Visit 

In this paragraph Paul outlines his travel plans. He is likely writing this 

letter in the spring between Passover and Pentecost (vs. 8). Following 

l, Pentecost he plans to cross over the Aegean Sea and visit the churches 



w 
in Macedonia, ending in Corinth where he will probably spend the inter. 

The year is 55 AD. 

Paul has sent Timothy ahead to minister to the Corinthians and to 

1 report back to him in Ephesus (4:17 and Acts 19:22}. He expects the 

Corinthians to treat him well and support his ministry. 

Vss. 12 - 21 - Concerning Apollos 

Evidently there was some inquiry as to why Apollos had not made a 

return visit. Paul answers that he has spoken with Apollos and he will 

visit when he has the opportunity 

Stephanas and his household, which may have included Fortunatus and 

Achaicus, were with Paul and may have been the carriers of this letter. 

They were the first converts at Corinth. Paul had baptized them (1:16} 

and they were likely elders in the Corinthian church. They have been 

1 the presence of the congregation for Paul while he was away from 

Corinth. 

Aquila and Prisca were with Paul in Ephesus. They had helped him in 

the founding of the Corinthian congregation. They had been living in 

Rome and were exiled by Claudius. They evidently traveled with Paul to 

Ephesus and had taken up residence. A church was meeting in their 

home. 

The final couple of sentences are written in Paul's own hand rather 

than dictating to a scribe. He reminds then that those who curse Jesus 

are cursed. He uses an early Aramaic prayer: "Marana tha," meaning 

Our Lord Come. He sends them Hesed {Grace) and Ahavah (Love} in the 

Messiah Jesus. He finishes with the traditional Hebrew "amen," or 

these things are true. 

S \_ 
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AN EXCURSIS ON THE NATURE OF MESSIAH 

(Chrlstology) 

Born of the Virgin Mary 

One thing is clear from the Gospel accounts. Jesus was born. He did not slide 
down from heaven on a moon beam into the manger. He was born like any other 
human is born. He had to be changed. He had to eat. He had to cry to expand 
his lungs. He had to learn. He had to grow. The Nestorlan Christians were half 
right. The human Jesus was created. "For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and man, the man Jesus, the Messiah ... (I Tim. 2:5)." Of 
course, half right is not good enough, but the Apostle's Creed affirms without 
confusion that Jesus was born. 

A few people understood that Jesus was to be the Messiah of Israel. These 
included Mary and Joseph, Elizabeth and Zachariah, some Bethlehem shepherds, 
and a delegation of Magoi from Persia. But for most of the people who 
surrounded the family of Joseph in Nazareth Jesus was normal boy and young 
man, a good student and a son who honored and was submissive to his parents 
(Lk. 2:51). 

The Holy Spirit Will Come Upon You 

If Jesus was a fully human being, born like any of us, what made him unique? 
Why was he born of a virgin? What made him eligible to assume the Messianic 
office? Mary is told that her son would be "Holy-the Son of God (Lk. 1:35), which 
is a Messianic title. It is a title used in the Old Testament of prophets, priests and 
kings (Ps. 2:7). The answer is incorporated into the theology of Paul In both 
Romans (ch. 4) and I Corinthians (ch. 15). Jesus was born without the inclination 
to sin which became the curse of humanity due to Adam's failure to trust God. 

Adam, being the first human being, was brought to life through a direct act of 
God. The text of Genesis 2:7 tells us that "the Lord God formed the man of the 
dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life." One needs 
to understand that the Hebrew word for "breath" is "ruach" and it is the same 
word used for "spirit." God directly brought Adam to life without any mediation. 
Thus Adam stood as the representative of all humanity. The story of the test of 
Adam's love for God is a test of humanity and although the race is not held 



accountable for Adams sin, the race did fall into a state of inclination to rebel 

against God. That rebellion causes death. which is the consequence of sin (Rom. 
3:23). 

When Paul discusses Adam (Rom. 5) he states, "Therefore, just as sin came into 

the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 

men because all sinned (vs. 12)." He continues his thought by declaring that 

through Messiah and his obedience "many will be made righteous (vs. 19)." In 

other words Messiah Is a second Adam. He came into the world, as did Adam, by 

a direct act of God. He was "one who in every respect has been tempted as we 

are, yet without sin (Heb. 4:14)." In other words, the Second Adam succeeded 

where the first Adam failed, and is able to represent a new humanity who will 

trust him for salvation. 

Jesus then is different in that he has, like Adam before his failure, direct access to 

God. The fellowship is not broken by sin. At his Bar Mitzvah in Jerusalem at 

twelve years old he is naturally conscious of the fact that God is his heavenly 

Father. When he is baptized by John when he was thirty years old his Father 

declares, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased (Lk. 3:22)." 

Jesus then, because of his direct conception by the Spirit of God and his perfect 

obedience to his Father In heaven, Is what Adam was intended to be - a perfect 

man created in the image of God and worthy of the Messianic office. 

The Word Became Flesh and Tabernacled Among Us 

So far we have examined the humanity of Jesus, which because of his direct 

conception by an act of God and his perfect obedience was worthy of the 

Messianic office. However, the nature of the Messianic mission required what 

theology calls "The Incarnation." John the Baptist introduces Jesus at the 

beginning of his ministry as, "The lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 

world." The imagery comes from Isaiah 53 where Messiah becomes like a 

sacrificial lamb which stands in for the sins and iniquities of the world. Because 

the mission is universal and without limit there must be a sacrifice that is infinite 

in value. It cannot be a merely a symbolic substitute for the penalty of our sins. 

The sacrifice is described as "the Lamb of God," which is adequate to redeem the 

entire world. 



When Jesus stands in the Jordan to be baptized by John something happens. The 

"ruach Kodesh," or the Spirit of God came upon Jesus in the form of a dove. 
Heaven speaks of God's pleasure with Jesus and Jesus is immediately thrust into 

his Messianic mission in a confrontation with the Prince of Darkness himself who 

fails to move him from his appointed mission. 

The Gospel of John gives us a theological description of this event when he states, 

''The Word (which was God) became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as from the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth (Jn. 

1:14)." The very person of God took up residence in the perfect humanity of 
Jesus. 

We need to understand here that the Spirit of God likewise dwells in every 

believer as a guarantee of our redemption. However, the difference is, at least on 

this side of glory, that our humanity is still not perfected. In Jesus the nature of 

man created in God's image and the nature of God were in total harmony and 

seamless communication. 

My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me? 

What happened at Calvary? We must admit that there is an element of mystery 

here that we cannot plummet. Some things seem obvious. God did not die on 

the cross. The human Jesus did die on the cross. The Apostles creed says simply, 

Jesus, "suffered under Pontius Pilot, was crucified, dead and buried. The third day 

he arose from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God, 

the Father Almighty." Because God placed on Jesus the guilt of all the world's sin 

it was absolutely necessary that Jesus die and that the eternal Word which 

tabernacle within him depart. There is a picture of this in the book of Ezekiel 

where we see the glory of God depart from the temple prior to its destruction. It 

is a preview of God leaving the tabernacle of the Son of God as he bears the sin of 

the world. What this involved in the heart of God we cannot know. Whatever it 

was it gave the sacrifice of Messiah an infinite value. "God so loved the world 

that he gave his only son, that whosoever trusts him should not perish but have 

everlasting life (Jn. 3:16)." 

''Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by one man's 



Disobedience the many were made sinners, so by one man's obedience the many 

will be made righteous (Rom 5:18ff)." 

Thank you Lordi 

The Third Day He Arose From the Dead 

When Jesus rose from the dead several things were evident. Of first importance 

it was a sign that the sacrifice of Calvary was acceptable for the remission of the 

sins of humanity. At the same time the sentence of death enacted upon Adam 

and his decedents was nullified. "Death is swallowed up in victory (I Cor. 15:54)." 

Jesus was given a new body which Paul describes in I Corinthians 15 as a "spiritual 

body." It is a real body. It is a familiar form. Yet it is different. It is subject to the 

spirit in ways our natural bodies are not. It is the kind of body God intended for 

Adam and Eve had they given evidence that they loved and trusted the Creator. 

The tree of life was in the garden, but they were not ready for it. 

He Ascended Into Heaven and sits at the Right Hand of God the Father Almighty 

When Jesus ascended into heaven he retained his Messianic office. He is seen in 

the Revelation as the Son of Man, a synonym for the Messianic office, standing in 

the midst of the churches as Lord of the Church (Rev. 1:12ff). He is also King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords. He is the only one worthy to direct the course of history 

and to open the seals of the historical process (Rev. 5). When Paul describes the 

office of the risen Messiah in I Corinthians 15:25 he says, "For he must reign until 

he has put all his enemies under his feet." 

From Where He Shall Come to Judge the Uvlng and the Dead 

When Paul discusses the Christian world view with the philosophers of Athens he 

ends his conversation with the words, "(God) has fixed a day on which he will 

judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed and of this he 

has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead (Acts 17:31)." The 

Messiah has been authorized to judge the world at the end of time. He exorcises 

perfect judgment because he is both human and divine, the Word of God 



inhabiting a perfect humanity. He is the living Temple in which the divine nature 

dwells (Jn. 2:21). 

The Son Himself Will Be Subjected ... That God May Be All in All 

I Corinthians brings history to a close by the relinquishing of the Messianic office 

to the sovereignty of his Father in heaven (I Cor. 15:28). Revelation 22 and 23 

speak of the reestablishment of Eden. The tree of life is available to all. There is 

no Temple because God is everywhere. 

"Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 

but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him 

as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure (I Jn. 

3:2 & 3)." 

"For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; 

then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known (I Cor. 13:12)." 
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I 

TIMELINE BETWEEN I CORINTHIANS AND llCORINTHIANS 

1. First Corinthians was written from Ephesus where Paul was 

ministering in the year 54 AD. The plan was to visit Corinth on his 

way back to Jerusalem. He sends Timothy on ahead. 

2. Timothy finds the congregation in turmoil. Paul makes a quick trip 

to Corinth to resolve the issues. The trip does not go well. Paul 

decides to leave and return to Ephesus. 

3. Paul sends Titus to Corinth to admonish the congregation and 

warn them of God's judgment if they do not repent. 

4. Titus's visit does go well. Most of the congregation repent and 

Paul meets Titus in Macedonia on his way back to Corinth and 

writes Second Corinthians in anticipation of his third visit to the 

city. It is written about the years 55 - 56 AD. 

5. Paul visits Corinth and then continues on his way back to 

Jerusalem. 

/, 
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Author 
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Paul wrote the letter called 2 Corinthians. See 2 Corinthians 1 :1 and 2 Corinthians 10:1. The letter contains 
information and language that are in the style of Paul. The letter tells us about his life and the things that he did. 
No other letter that he wrote has so much information about Paul. Early church leaders like Polycarp (156 AD.) 
say that Paul wrote it. 

The city called Corinth 
The city was on a narrow piece of land between northern and southern Greece. It was an important city for trade. 
All the goods that went by land from north to south, passed through it. It had two ports. One was on the east side 
and the other was on the west side. People often emptied the goods from their ships at one port or the other. 
Then they took them by land to the port on the other side. This was only four miles. The journey by sea was 200 

.iles. About 750 000 people lived in the city. It was the one of the chief cities in Greece. The *Roman writer 
Strabo wrote: '*Corinth was always great and wealthy.' 
There was a large rock in the centre of the city. The *temple of the *Greek *goddess Artemis (or Diana) stood on 
this rock. She was the *goddess of love. People praised this *goddess by having sex with male or female priests. 
To behave like a *Corinthian,' meant to have sex with a person whom you had not married. In his first letter, Paul 
explained to the Christians there why such behaviour is wrong. 
The church was large. Most of its members were *Gentiles (not •Jews). They came from the middle and lower 
social classes. Many had lived evil lives before they became Christians. It was difficult for them to free themselves 
from their past *sins. 

Paul and the church at Corinth 
We read about Paul's first visit to Corinth in Acts 18. We know that this was about the year *AD 50 from a book 
by Gallic. He was the *Roman *governor (Acts 18:12). He was there for one year in the year *AD 51. Paul stayed 
for about 18 months. Then he left to go to Ephesus with Aquila and Priscilla. Whilst he was at Ephesus, he wrote 
a letter to the Christians at Corinth. He told them not to be good friends with immoral people. (Immoral people 
have sex with a person whom they have not married.) We do not have a copy of that letter. (Some people think 
that it was 2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1. If it is not, perhaps Paul repeated part of the letter in that passage. We do not 
know.) 
After this, some people brought messages to Paul from Corinth. People from the family of Chloe told him about 
the church at Corinth. They said that it had divided into groups. Each group followed a different teacher. Other 
people told him that there was bad *sexual behaviour among the church members. Then they asked Paul to 
answer some of their questions. Some questions were about marriage and divorce. Other questions were about 
the food that they should eat. They also asked questions about how they should use *spiritual gifts. They asked as 
well, about what happened after death. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians as a reply to these questions. 

3ul then visited Corinth again. The people's reaction to his letter was not what he had hoped for. The visit was a 
painful one for both Paul and the Christians at Corinth. 
When he got back to Ephesus Paul wrote them a severe letter. He wrote about this letter in 2 Corinthians 2:1-4. 
He did not write it to make them sad. He wrote it to show that he loved them. Some people think that 2 
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Corinthians chapters 10-13 is this severe letter. (Nobody can prove this, however.) Titus took this letter to Corinth. 
He returned to Paul with the good news that the Christians at Corinth had changed their ways. 
Paul then wrote the letter called 2 Corinthians. In it, he explained why he had not come to visit them for the third 
time. He had promised to do this in 1 Corinthians 16:5. He told them to collect (ask people to give) money fort~ 
-:hurch in Jerusalem. In his letter, he also opposed those who did not think him to be a real *apostle. (An *apostle-" 
1s a person whom someone sends to do a special task. In *New Testament times, they were people who had also 
met the *risen Jesus.) People thought that Paul was not a real *apostle. He was not one of Jesus' 12 *disciples. 
He did not behave like the other *apostles who came to Corinth. He did not ask for money. But Paul was an 
*apostle because God chose him. 

People opposed Paul at Corinth 
Most of the Christians at Corinth had changed their ways. Some still opposed Paul. They thought that Paul was 
not a powerful person. He could write powerful letters but he was not a great speaker. He did not look attractive. 
He had some kind of illness (2 Corinthians 10:10; 12:7). He refused to accept money from them for his work. 
There were false *apostles. They said that they were better than Paul was. We cannot be sure who these people 
were. In 2 Corinthians 11:21-24, Paul refers to '*Hebrews, *Israelites, Christ's servants ... ' Perhaps the false 
*apostles said that they were Christian *apostles. However, they wanted the *Jews and *Greeks in the church to 
obey all the laws of *Moses. So they *preached a 'different good news' (2 Corinthians 11 :4 ). But their message 
was not really God's good news. 

The contents of the book 

2 Corinthians 1 :1-7:16 Paul explains his behaviour and his work as 
an *apostle 

• 2 Corinthians 1:1-2 Greeting 

• 2 Corinthians 1 :3-7 Paul gives thanks for God's comfort 

• 2 Corinthians 1 :8-11 Paul's escape from great danger 

• 2 Corinthians 1: 12-2: 17 Why Paul changed his plans 

• 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 The work of the Spirit is better than the work of 
the law 

• 2 Corinthians 4:1-15 Human weakness and God's power 

• 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 The Christian's hope 

• 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:10 The work of making friendship between people 
and God 

• 2 Corinthians 6:11- 7:1 Paul warns against union with those who do not 
give honour to God 

• 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 Paul's joy about the change of attitude by the 
Christians at Corinth 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15 The money for the Christians in Jerusalem 

• 2 Corinthians 8:1-24 Arrangements to gather the money 

• 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 How Christians should give 

2 Corinthians 10:1- 13:14 Paul's authority as an *apostle 

• 2 Corinthians 10:1-18 The qualities that make Paul an *apostle 

• 2 Corinthians 11 :1 -33 Paul's answers to those who oppose him 

• 2 Corinthians 12: 1-13 Paul's experience of *glory and weakness 

• 2 Corinthians 12:14-13:4 Paul answers his *opponents and promises a 
third visit 

• 2 Corinthians 13:5-14 Paul prays that they will become better people. 
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II Corinthians 1 

Vss. 1-2 - Greeting 

Paul is writing this letter from Ephesus following a trip of Titus to 

Corinth with a letter we do not have extant. Titus has returned with 

positive news of the situation in Corinth. Paul then writes this fourth 

letter, or II Corinthians. He reaffirms his Apostleship and includes 

Timothy in the greeting who is working with him in Ephesus as well as 

the churches of Achaia, or southern Greece where Paul has been 

ministering. The greeting is common greeting used among believers. In 

Hebrew it is "hesed v'shalom. In Greek it is "charis kai eirena." 

Vss. 3- 7 - Suffering and Comfort 

There seems to be lurking in this admonition an attitude in Corinth that 

the life of a believer in Jesus should be free of suffering. It seems to be 

a human error drawn from a sense that our suffering is the result of our 

guilt. One of the criticisms of Paul was that he suffered for his faith. If 

he was really an Apostle why did not God protect him? If our sins are 

forgiven why do we still have afflictions? Jesus faced this question in 

Luke 13:1- 5 and John 9:1ff. Jesus made clear that there are other 

reasons for our suffering which we might not know because they are 

known only to God. Certainly one reason we all know is because sin 

has affected our humanity and the universe at large. Paul reminds the 

Corinthians that Jesus himself suffered, and it was not for his own sin, 

but ours. 

Paul isolates one reason for Christian suffering, and that is that it can 

cause us to grow spiritually. It enables us to experience the comfort 



God gives us in such times, and equips us to pass this comfort on to 

others who suffer. 

Vss. 8 - 11 - Affliction in Asia 

Asia is the location of Paul's ministry in Ephesus and prior to that in 

central Asia on his first missionary journey. He speaks here of a specific 

trial, although we are not sure what he refers to. He was in Ephesus for 

a considerable time during his third journey. We have the story of his 

conflict with the Ephesian merchant s in Acts 19. However, he was in 

Ephesus for two years (Acts 19:10). During that t ime the entire coast of 

Asia (now Turkey) was evangelized. Somewhere during that time Paul 

came close to death. 

Vss. 12 - 14 - Godly Sincerity 

The issue here is the questioning of the Corinthian congregation of 

Paul's sincerity. After writing I Corinthians from Ephesus Paul visited 

Corinth again and the visit did not go well. He returned to Ephesus and 

wrote a severe letter which we do not have. The letter was carried by 

Titus who returned with news that things had improved in Corinth. 

Paul had promised to return to Corinth for a third time, but had not yet 

done so. Here he explains why he had not come back, only to judge 

their bad behavior. He insists that his plans are directed by God's grace 

and not by earthly wisdom. 

Vss. 15 - 22 - Change of Plans 

Paul's original plan was to visit Corinth a second time on his way back 

to Jerusalem at the end of his second journey. However, a brief visit on 

his way south proved unpleasant, and he decided not to return on his 

way to Jerusalem. This led to some accusations of vaci llation. Paul 



assures the Corinthians that his intentions are always for the good of 

the good of the Corinthian believers. 

Verses 23 and 24 are actually part of chapter 2. We will consider 
them there. 

G. 



II CORINTHIANS 2 

Vss 1:23 - 2:4 - The Painful Visit 

Paul had stopped at Corinth on his way south through Macedonia, and 

then to return after he had visited the Macedonian churches before 

setting out for Jerusalem at the end of his second missionary tour. The 

first stop was "a painful visit (2:1}" and he decided not to make the 

return trip. There were evidently trouble makers in the congregation. 

The problem was likely an opposition to the ministry of Paul, 

questioning his Apostleship and his ca ll to ministry. 

Vss. 5 - 11 - Forgive the Trouble Makers 

Paul started his third journey at Ephesus and from there wrote a letter 

from there to prepare for a third visit, expressing his love for the 

congregation and his desire not to cause them pain. Titus carried the 

letter and reported back that the opposition had settled down and by in 

large repented (7:5ff}. That was the occasion of th is letter. Paul 

exhorts the church to forgive the trouble makers, and any one they 

forgive he will also forgive. He is anxious for the unity of the church. 

Otherwise, Satan will destroy the witness of the congregation. 

Vss. 12-17 - Victory Through Disappointment 

Troas is the departure point from Asia to Macedonia. Paul expected to 

meet Titus there, but missed him. He began his trip south to 

strengthen the churches. He did meet Titus along the way who gave 

him a good report regarding Corinth. 

Paul is anxious to remind t he Corinthians that he is not a Christian 

7. 



Sophist, peddling the Gospel for personal gain. He has an apostolic 

commission and speaks with the authority of Messiah. 

Woe is me if I do not preach the Gospel! For if I do this of my own 

will, I have a reward, but If not of my own will, I am still entrusted 

with a stewardship. What then Is my reward? That In my preaching I 

may present the Gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of 

my right In the Gospel. I Cor. 9:16ff 

8. 



II CORINTHIANS 3 

Vss. 1-4 - You Yourselves Are Our Letter of Commendation 

Again, the background of dissention and rejection of Paul's Apostolic 

credentials calls forth two rhetorical questions for which the Apostle 

expects negative replies. There is no need for him to defend his calling, 

nor does he need to be defended by others. The Corinthian 

congregation itself is evidence of his commission. The Holy Spirit of 

God has written it on the hearts and minds of the Corinthian believers. 

We remember his first letter; his discussion of the "gifts" of the Spirit; 

his exposition of the Gospel which changed so many lives. 

Vss. 5 - 6 - Ministers of the New Covenant 

Paul makes clear that his Gospel is the good news of the New Covenant, 

prophesied in Jeremiah 31. It is not something devised by Paul. It is a 

Gospel given to Paul to deliver to Israel and the nations. 

"Behold the days are coming, declares the Lord (YAWAH), when I 

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house 

of Judah, mot like the covenant which I made with their 

fathers ... I will put my Torah within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts .. .I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 

their sin no more." Jeremiah 31:31ff 

The Old Covenant was written on stone by Moses. The New Covenant 

is engraved on the hearts of believers by the Spirit of the Holy One. The 

Old Covenant brought to light our sin and the wages of sin. The New 

Covenant brings life as the Spirit of God takes up residence in our 

hearts and minds. 



Vss. 7 -11 - The Glory That Surpasses 

The giving of the Old Covenant at Sinai came with considerable glory 

(Heb. Kavod - weight, heaviness= Gr. Doxa, as in doxology). In 

modern discussion this is termed the "Shekinah," the manifestation of 

God's presence. It is what Isaiah faced in the Temple in Isaiah 6 when 

he exclaimed; 

"Woe is mel For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 

dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips, for my eyes have 

seen the King, YAWAH of the hosts." Isaiah 6:5&6 

When Moses came off the mountain his face shone. 

Paul argues that if the Old Covenant brought about such "glory" and 

that covenant is now come to an end, the New Covenant established 

through the coming of the Spirit, must "far exceed" it in "glory." 

The inference here seems to be that as the glory of Sinai was evidence 

to Israel that God had spoken; surely the evidence in the hearts of the 

Corinthians should serve to validate the ministry of Paul who brought 

the word of the New Covenant to them. 

Vss. 12 -18 - The Veil Remains Unlifted 

Paul laments that Israel, in particular, remains unexposed to the glory 

of the New Covenant. He uses the metaphor of Moses covering his 

face so as to hide the exposure to the glory of the Lord. However, 

there is no need to veil the glory of the New Covenant. However, Israel 

has a veil over their hearts. Messiah can remove the veil and expose 

them to the glory of the Gospel, and the forgiveness offered by the 

Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. 

Jo. 



II CORINTHIANS 4 

Vss. 1- 6 - We Refuse ... To Tamper With God's Word 

Paul may well have "lost heart" due to the criticism of his ministry by 

the synagogue and the gentile residents of Corinth. From the Jewish 

viewpoint he was not Jewish enough. He did not emphasize the Mosaic 

Law and opened the covenants to the "goyim." From the gentile 

viewpoint he did not fit the mold of the sophists, and emphasize the 

wisdom of the philosophers. However, for Paul it was the truth of the 

Word of God that mattered. 

Satan can blind the mind of those who will not trust God's Word, just as 

trusting God's word can enlighten the mind. Paul uses the appearance 

of light on the first day of creation as an example of the banishing of 

darkness in the mind. Paul sees "light" as a metaphor for reason and 

truth. As we trust the glory of Messiah becomes evident. Paul is not 

interested in self-aggrandizement. He is a servant of God who has 

revealed his glory in the person of Jesus, Messiah and Lord. 

Vss. 7 - 12 - Treasure in Jars of Clay 

Paul piles up a series of adjectives which describe his ministry. 

Afflicted, Perplexed, Persecuted, Struck Down 

He also lists how these have been overcome. 

Not crushed, Not Driven to Despair, Not Forsaken, Not 

Destroyed 



He sees his ministry as reflecting the ministry of Jesus. The Messiah 

suffered, but his suffering brought salvation and life. This life has been 

evidenced in the believers of Corinth. 

Vss. 13 -15 - Grace Extending 

The promise is that the risen Messiah will bring us all into the very 

presence of God. 

I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go to prepare a place for 

you I will come again and take you to myself, that where I am 

you may be also. John 14:3 

As more and more believers receive this grace of God, God's glory 

shines more brightly. 

Vss. 16 -18 - The Things That Are Unseen Are Eternal 

Paul is coming toward the end of his ministry. He knows this. This 

letter is to prepare for a final visit to Corinth. He will then travel to 

Jerusalem where he will be arrested and eventually be taken to Rome 

for trial before Nero. He is not looking at the "outer self' which is 

"wearing away." He is looking toward the eternal and unseen reality 

which lies ahead. 

Of course he has a way to go. He will get to Spain before he has to say 

goodbye to his "outer self." 



II CORINTHIANS S 

Vss. 1-5 - Putting On Our Heavenly Dwelling 

This is an interesting paragraph as it sheds some, but not much, light on 

the hope of the resurrection of the body In the eternal state. At this 

stage in Paul's life he is fully conscious that the "tent" (Gr. Skenei) of 

this natural body is wearing down. The use of the word "tent," or 

"tabernacle," as a designation of our human nature is also used to 

represent the incarnation of the eternal Word in the human nature of 

Messiah in John 1:15. "The Word became flesh and dwelt (or tented) 
among us." God has prepared for us, not a new tent, but a "house not 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 

Paul makes it clear that being in a bodiless form is not desirable. He 

does not wish to be "naked." He looks forward rather to being clothed 

with this new and better "heavenly dwelling." 

What Paul does not make clear is the condition of the "intermediate 

state," or the period between the time we go to be with the Lord and 

the time the Lord returns and the dead in Messiah are raised and we all 

receive our resurrected bodies. If being "unclothed" is not a desirable 

state, then we might conclude there is a transition body waiting for us if 

the Lord does not come while we are still living (i Thess. 4:13ff). I have 

an intuition that Paul did not see this as a possibility, since he expected 

the Lord to return while he was still living. 

Vss. 6-10 - At Home With the Lord 

Paul seems here to sense the possibility that he could die before 

Messiah returns. However, it would not matter. To be home with the 

Lord would overcome any disappointment. 

13. 



The judgment he speaks about here is the judgment of the saints. Jesus 

talks about rewards for using our gifts responsibly (Luke 19:11ff). Paul 

speaks of rewards in I Car. 3:10ff). 

Vss. 11 - 15 - Beside Ourselves For God 

Paul knew that his preaching was "a stumbling block to the Jews and 

folly to the Gentiles (I Car. 1:23)." There were those in Corinth that 

thought he was out of his mind. He did not act like a Jerusalem trained 

rabbi or a teacher of Philosophy. However, he is motivated and driven 

by the love of Messiah and for the sa lvation of all those for whom 

Messiah died and was raised again. 

Vs. 16 - Messiah in the Flesh No Longer 

Jesus has received his resurrection body. He is ascended to the right 

hand of the Father in that body. However, we have fellowship with the 

Spirit of Messiah. There is a sense then in which we are in Messiah and 

Messiah is in us. This leads Paul to the observation that we are "new 

creations" along with Messiah 

Vss. 17 - Ambassadors for Messiah 

Since we are new creatures, we have been reconciled to God and 

represent that new relationship to the world. We are "Ambassadors" 

of the Messiah who wants all humanity to experience the reconciliation 

he earned for us in his death and resurrection. We are to implore the 

world, "Be reconciled to God.11 It is possible. Messiah, who knew no sin 

made it possible for us to stand acquitted before the God who made 

the heavens and the earth. We can stand before him "righteous" . This 

is Paul's message and the message every believer carries to this fallen 

world. 



II CORINTHIANS 6 

Vss. 1-2 - Now Is the favorable Time 

Continuing the thought that Paul serves as an ambassador for Messiah, 

he exhorts the Corinthians who may have held back receiving the 

Gospel, or who received it only superflcially, to fully accept the 

salvation offered by the grace of God. 

We remember this letter is in preparation for a personal visit by Paul on 

his way home from his third missionary journey. This is the time to act. 

Vss. 3 -13 - That No Fault May Be Found In Our Ministry 

Paul wants to make very clear that the problems which have arisen in 

Corinth have been caused by no fault in his ministry. He piles up the 

conditions he has endured to bring the Gospel to the Corinthians with 

great tribulation. Central among these descriptions of difficulties are 

the words "The Holy Spirit" and ''Truthful speech." Paul is not boasting. 

He is simply reminding the Corinthian congregation that it has not been 

easy. He addresses them as his "children," and asks them in the face of 

his efforts to "Widen your hearts." 

Vss. 14-18 - Do Not Be Unequally Yoked With Unbelievers 

If there are unbelievers still in the circle of fellowship in the 

congregation of Corinth Paul admonishes separation from them. He 

uses the key metaphor of Scripture utilized to represent the presence 

of God in the midst of his people, namely the ''Temple of God." Since 

they are the Temple of God as the Church there is no place for idolatry 

in their midst. They need to cleanse the Temple of unbelief. 

/j. 



The quotation used to emphasize his point is taken from a series of 

Scriptures - Isa. 52:11, Ezek. 20:34, II Sam. 7:14, and Isa. 43:6. 

God's presence cannot reside along with idolatry. The Temple was 

restricted to the faithful. Paul would soon encounter a distorted use of 

this principle when he returns to Jerusalem and is accused of bringing a 

Gentile into the restricted area of the Temple. The point is that the 

Temple represented the presence of God among his people and by 

extension the world. 

If we are to be Ambassadors for Messiah we need to keep the Church 

free of the enemies of the Kingdom. We need to be sensitive to the 

presence of enemy agents. 



II CORINTHIANS 7 

Vss. 1-4 - Make Room In Your Hearts For Us 

Statements like this remind me of a father who has been rejected by his 

child and severely criticized. It Is the opposite dynamic of the Prodigal 

Son story. The Innocent father is returning to the guilty son assuring 

him of his love, forgiveness and pride. Paul is on his way back to 

Corinth for his final visit. He wants it to be joyous time together. 

Vss. 5 - 9 - Comforted by the Coming of Titus 

Paul had left Ephesus for Troas (Troy) in order to cross into Macedonia 

and make his way through Macedonia for a last visit to Corinth. He had 

written a letter which was somewhat severe, to prepare the way for his 

visit, a letter we do not have. He sent it ahead with Titus. He 

anticipated meeting Titus at Troas, but missed him there. He did meet 

up with Titus along the way and the news was good. He regretted 

having to send a harsh letter, but the results were productive. This 

letter is written from Macedonia on his way to Corinth. 

Vss. 10-13 - Not For the Sake of the One Who Did the Wrong 

Paul says that the harsh letter was not to scold the wrongdoer, but to 

encourage the members of the congregation who respected and 

cherished Paul's ministry. Paul was not concerned to vindicate himself, 

or punish the opposition, but to build up the church. That is why he 

was so comforted by the news from Titus. 

Vss. 14-16 - His (Titus's) Spirit Has Been Refreshed By You All 

Paul worked with a team and he was always building up the people 

who worked with him. He was delighted at the kind reception of Titus 

17. 



by the Corinthians. Titus was enriched by his visit and had returned to 

Paul with renewed enthusiasm for the mission. 
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II CORINTHIANS 8 

Vss. 1- 7 - See That You Excel in This Act of Grace Also 

Paul is on his way through the congregations of Macedonia toward 

Corinth. He has been receiving an offering for the poor in the Mother 

Church in Jerusalem. The congregations of Macedonia have responded 

generously, although they were not wealthy. These would be the 

congregations in the region of Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea (Acts 16 

and following). He has sent Titus ahead to prepare the Corinthians for 

his visit, and part of his expectation was that Titus would encourage 

their contribution to this offering. Now that Titus has returned with 

good news about the spiritual health of the Corinthian congregation, 

Paul has high expectations for their generosity. 

I... Vss. 8 -15 - Your Abundance at the Present Time Should Supply 

Their Need 

The Macedonian congregations had responded generously to the 

Jerusalem offering, even though they were poor in contrast to the 

Corinthians (extreme poverty-vs. 2). Paul is simply reminding the 

Corinthian believers that they need to do their fair share, not because 

of constraint, but because of Messiah's example in giving everything so 

that they might have eternal life. We prove our love is real by what we 

do for those in need. Jerusalem was the Mother Church. The 

Corinthians had been blessed by the Gospel which started its world 

mission in Jerusalem. Now it is time to return the favor. 

Vss. 16 - 24 - Titus To Begin The Collection 
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After Paul receives good news about a spiritual renewal at Corinth he 

sends Titus back with additional members of the team to get started 
with the collection of the Jerusalem offering. He will come later and 

accompany the elders on their trip to Jerusalem if that is the will of the 

congregation. 

This paragraph is a commendation of Titus and a declaration of his 

intention to do everything in an honorable and transparent manner. 
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II CORINTHIANS 9 

Vss. 1 - 5 - A Willing Gift 

Paul's plan is to send a delegation to Corinth in advance of his arrival to 

collect the gift for Jerusalem relief is calculated to be sure the gift is 

given without anv constraint from his presence. He will likely be 

bringing church visitors from Macedonia along with him and he wants 

them to see that his boasting of the COrinthian generosity was accurate 

and the gift is in hand at his arrival. This will also allow him to 

concentrate on strengthening the spiritual life of the congregation since 

this will be his last opportunity to do so. 

Vss. 6 - 9 - God Loves a Cheerful Giver 

The quotations Paul uses to encourage cheerful giving are from Psalms 

112 and 111. 

Vss.10-15 - You Wiii Be Enriched 

The blessing that will come from the Corinthian generosity will not only 

benefit the work at Corinth, but will bless the Jerusalem believers with 

the knowledge that the Gospel is flourishing among the Gentiles. 

Remember that the Jerusalem congregation is made up primarily of 

Jewish believers. The evidence that the Goy (nations), or Gentiles, are 

not only receiving the Gospel, but that they express love for their 

Jewish brothers and sisters in Jerusalem will well up in thanksgiving and 

glory to God. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift. The blessing 

on Abraham that his decedents would bless the world is happening in 

their own time. 



II CORINTHIANS 10 

Vss. 1-6 - When Face to Face With You ... 

Paul is on his way to Corinth. The offering is being taken up by his team 

prior to his arrival. He has written some harsh letters against the 

trouble makers in the Corinthian congregation. He does not want to 

deal with opposition when he is on the scene. He wants rather to 

prepare them to live a consistent and informed life in Messiah. 

Vss. 7-12 - When They Measure Themselves By One Another ... They 

Are Without Understanding 

Paul has been accused of being "weak" in his personal presence. 

However, Paul insists that his ministry is consistent. He does not say 

what he does not practice. He is a servant of Messiah, as his opponents 

claim they are. Comparing ministries is work of the flesh. The Spirit of 

God gives to each his own gifts and calling. 

Vss. 13 -17 - So That We Might Preach the Gospel In Lands Beyond 

You 

Paul has hopes of preaching in areas beyond Achaea. He is the 

founding evangelist of the Corinthian congregation, and if false 

teachers disturb the work already done and seek to prevent the further 

reach of the Gospel Paul's work will be thwarted. The book of Romans 

was likely written from Corinth during the coming stay with them. He is 

looking forward to strengthening the Corinthian congregation against 

such a possibility. 
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II CORINTHIANS 11 

Vss. 1-15 - As the Serpent Deceived Eve ... 

Obviously the Corinthian congregation is in danger of succumbing to 

false teachers. Other churches seem to have been more aware of the 

apostolic authority of Paul, but Corinth was close to Athens and there 

were all kinds of ideas floating around and calling for acceptance. Paul 

mentions those proclaiming: 

Another Jesus, 

A different spirit 

A different Gospel 

A claim to super-apostleship 

Paul is aware that his rhetoric may not match some other teachers, but 

he will not apologize for his knowledge of the truth, which he has made 

plain to the Corinthians. 

This is still a problem in our culture. I keep seeing advertisements for 

books and DVDs that will answer the question, "Who was the Real 

Jesus?" The real Jesus is no secret. All one has to do is open and read 

the Gospels. Paul tells Herod Agrippa, "None of these things has been 

done in a corner." Luke says he is reporting the story of Jesus from 

eyewitness accounts from those who were ministers of the word. Peter 

and John both make clear they were ueyewitnesses to his majesty." 

There are those who cannot accept that God sent his Messiah to die for 

the sins of the world and be raised from the dead as a victor over death 

4-, and hell. They search instead for the "historical Jesus." Of course there 
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( is a historical Jesus, but one does not have to search for him. One has 

to repent of sin and trust him as the Lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world. 

The docetistists cannot accept the humanity of Jesus. The Nestorians 

cannot accept the deity of Messiah. The school of the Pharisees, who 

became rabbinical Judaism, cannot accept the Messiahship of Jesus. 

However, as John says in the beginning of his Gospel: 

"He came unto his own (world), and his own people did not receive 

him. But to all who did receive him, who believed In his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God." 

Vss. 16-22 • Since many boast according to the flesh, I too will 

Boast. 

This section is difficult for Paul to write. He says he Is speaking like a 
fool. Nevertheless, it seems the Corinthians need to hear a rehearsal of 

Paul's qualifications for ministry and the suffering and deliverance he 

has experienced for the sake of the Gospel. In his extensive travel he 

has experienced shipwreck, robbery, stoning, beatings, lack of food and 

water, cold and exposure. 

He is not boasting. He is simply reminding them of his faithfulness to 

the ministry Messiah called him too. It has not been easy. 
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11 CORINTHIANS l'i. 
Vss. 1- 6 - Paul's Vision 

From verse 2 we can calculate that this experience took place sometime 
before the first missionary journey of Paul (46-48 AD) either in Tarsus or 
Antioch. It seems to be a confirmation of his Apostleship and his 
commission to take the Gospel to the Gentiles. These experiences are rare 
in the spiritual journey, but they do show up at crucial times and at times 
of important decisions. 

The "third heaven" simply refers to the presence of God. It is a common 
idiom used at the time referring to the atmosphere, space, and beyond, or 
the realm of God. Since this experience takes place in the realm of eternity 
it is difficult, and probably impossible, for Paul to describe it in temporal 
and special terms. He sees it as a transportation into Paradise, or the 
dwelling place of God. 

Paul hesitates to speak of this experience. It was real enough, although he 
does not have the language to describe it. It was not given him to exult 
him in any way but to commission him. It likely happened prior to his visit 
to Antioch and the beginning of his missionary carrier. 

Vss. 7 - 10 - Paul's Thorn in the Flesh 

It seems that this "thorn in the flesh" came upon Paul during his visionary 
experience. It reminds me of Jacob who wrestled with God and was left 
with a dislocated hip. There are different interpretations as to what this 
"thorn" might be, but the most probable conclusion is that it was a physical 
disability since it was in the "flesh." Eyesight seems a reasonable 
deduction since Paul mentions at the conclusion of First Corinthians his 
unusual effort to write a greeting with his own hand. Poor eyesight would 
be a real test for a scholar like Paul. It is no wonder that he prayed for its 
removal. 

The answer was always in the negative, and Paul had to learn that his 
deficiency had two purposed. 

1. To keep him from becoming conceited 



2. To demonstrate that God's power through his Spirit can override 
any weakness 

3. To keep Paul focused on Messiah, and his presence in his life 

Paul saw has strength in his dependence on the Spirit of God and not in any 
of his own abi lities. 

This should not be understood as depreciating Paul's schola rship or his 
abil ities in ministry. It should, however, be understood that only with the 
leading and power of God could these abilities be utilized to the fullest. 

Vss. 11 - 13 - Pauline Sarcasm 

Paul has spent too much of his time and effort in this letter spelling out his 
Apostolic authority and setting forth his resume. He feels like a fool doing 
for himself what the Corinthian congregation should have been doing for 
him. The only thing he didn't do for the Corinthians was to take their 
money for his support. He apologizes for that. 

Vss. 14 - 18 - I Seek Not What Is Yours But You 

There is a hint here that Paul was accused of using the offering being taken 
up for the Jerusalem congregations for himself. Since he did not ask them 
to support him directly, some raised the suspicion that he was using the 
Jerusalem offering for himself. The words "crafty" and "deceit" indicate 
this kind of crit icism. This was obviously "fake news" raised by Paul's 
detractors in the congregation. The integrity of Paul and his team was 
actually without question. 

Vss. 19 - 21 I Fear That When I Come Again ... 

Paul desperately wants this final visit to Corinth to go wel l. He wishes that 
the sinful practices of some members might have been repented of or 
disciplined out of the fel lowsh ip. There is a suggestion here that the 
accusations leveled against Paul may have been motivated by more than 
suspicion of financia l impropriety, although there certainly was no reason 
for this suspicion. Behind the accusations may have been Paul's exposing 
of sinful life styles of some of the fellowship. If any of this remains, he 
wants it cleared up before he arrives. 



II Corinthians 13 

Vss. 1-4 - Third and Last Visit 

Again we are reminded that this letter precedes Paul's final visit to the 

congregation he founded at Corinth. He will be on his way to Jerusalem 

with the offering from the congregations of Macedonia. Paul suggests 

that he wants all the rancor and divisiveness eliminated before he 

arrives. He promises he will not go easy on any sin or disruption in the 

fellowship if it is still present upon his visit. He has corrected them 

personally, by letter, and he would not spare them on a third visit if 

necessary. Obviously he hopes it will not be necessary. 

Paul is in a different place than a contemporary Pastor might be in a 

similar situation. He was not called by the congregation. His call and 

his authority come directly from the Messiah who called him to be an 

Apostle. There is no room for "weakness" in the face of sin. 

Vss 5-10 - Your Restoration Is What We Pray For 

Paul wants to use his authority for "building up and not tearing down." 

Corinth has been a major problem congregation in both doctrine and 

practice. Their doctrine and practice has been too much influenced by 

the Greek culture around them. They have had major problems putting 

away the ways of the "world" and putting on the Spirit of God in 

Messiah. 

Vss. 11-14 - Peace, Love, Grace, Fellowship 

In his final greeting Paul wishes his children in the faith, "Peace." These 

are the marks of a faithful fellowship: Truth, Love, Grace, Peace, 
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Fellowship. These are what Paul will look for when he arrives in 

Corinth. 
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